
Christmas at the King Caesar House 

DRHS works to preserve and promote the
rural and historic character of Duxbury.
The Society was founded in 1883 with

the mission to improve and ornament the
streets of Town.  The first project

undertaken was the purchase of 27 street
lamps set out along Washington Street. 

Newsletter of
TH E DU X B U RY RU R A L

& HI S T O R I C A L SO C I E T Y

— T h e  L a m p l i g h t e r —

The annual “Christmas at the 
King Caesar House” will take place
December 11-13.  Teams of local
designers will converge on the 
1809 federal mansion and fill it 
with holiday cheer.

On Friday, December 11, from 
6 to 8 p.m., the Society will host 
the Members’ Preview
Party.  The general public
may tour the house on
Saturday, December 12,
from Noon until 6 p.m.
and on Sunday, December
13, from Noon until 4 p.m.
Tickets are $10 for non-
members, $5 for
students/seniors and
children under 6 are
admitted free.

As always, the event will
feature a Holiday Boutique
offering jewelry, crafts, 
and other unique gifts for
sale from local South Shore
artisans.  

The ever-popular “Story
Hour with Santa” at the
King Caesar House will 
be held on Saturday,
December 12 from 11 a.m.
to noon.  There will be no

charge to attend this event.  
Santa will be there to tell a story 
or two and to take photographs 
with children.

The King Caesar House was built 
in 1808 for Ezra Weston, II and 
his wife, Jerusha Bradford Weston.
Weston was known as “King Caesar”

for his worldwide preeminence in
shipbuilding and shipping during the
early 19th century.  The house is a
fine example of Federal period
architecture, built with careful
attention to detail and characteristic
of skilled ships’ carpenters such as
Ezra Weston employed.

For additional information,
contact the Society at 
781-934-6106 or visit
www.duxburyhistory.org. 1
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There are many things about the Nathaniel Wi n s o r, Jr.
House—the Society’s headquarters—that make it special
and historically significant.  One of the most
extraordinary attributes of the house is the
fact that its walls are graced by a charming
collection of portraits, nearly all of which
represent members of Nathaniel Wi n s o r, Jr. ’s
extended family.  It is rare for an historic
house to have such a large and complete
collection of portraits depicting individuals
who actually lived in the house.

This happy fact is the result of great
generosity on the part of many
Winsor family descendants, beginning
with Penelope Barker Noyes ( a
great-great granddaughter of
Nathaniel Wi n s o r, Jr.) who donated
many Winsor family artifacts to the
Society in the 1950s and 1970s.
Among these are beautiful portraits of
Justin Wi n s o r, his mother Ann
Howland Wi n s o r, and wife Caroline
Tufts Barker.  Justin Winsor is possibly the family’s best
claim-to-fame.  He was the among the leading historians
in the nation during the late 19th century, head librarian
of the Boston Public Library, and a pioneer in the field of
library science.  In the 1970s, the Society had no place to
put the large portraits of Justin and his family, so they were
loaned to the Town and hung in the upper hallway of
Town Hall.  When the Society acquired the Nathaniel
Wi n s o r, Jr. House, they were placed in the double parlor.

An additional collection of Winsor family artifacts came to
us through Priscilla Williams Hall (another great-great
granddaughter) in 2004.  She descended through the
Sampson branch of the family and the portraits she
donated depict the children of Captain Erastus Sampson.
Like so many of the Society’s acquisitions, were it not for
the diligence of Collections Committee chair Bob Hale,
this collection might not have found its way to us.

In 1830, Capt. Erastus Sampson married Nathaniel’s
d a u g h t e r, Elizabeth Wi n s o r.  In 1835, Erastus purchased

the Nathaniel Wi n s o r, Jr. House.  By that
time, Nathaniel was looking to “downsize”
and moved into a small Cape nearby.  Erastus
was a sea captain of very high repute.  
He was best known as captain of the fine
Ship C o r i o l a n u s, built in Duxbury by his
f a t h e r, shipwright Levi Sampson, in 1829.
Although the ship was Duxbury built, she
was owned by Boston merchants.  In fact,

Erastus worked most of his life for
Boston merchants, and his vessels
operated out of that port.  For that
reason, he and his family split their
time between Boston and Duxbury,
probably residing in the Nathaniel
Wi n s o r, Jr. House during summers for
the next several decades.  The
Sampson family owned our
headquarters from 1835 until 1893.

We were aware of other descendants of
Erastus Sampson and other paintings that we hoped might
one day come home to the Nathaniel Wi n s o r, Jr. House.
We are very pleased to say that, thanks to two members of
the Sampson family, two very special pieces of the Capt.
Erastus Sampson Collection are back on the walls of the
C a p t a i n ’s house.

This summer, Barbara Randall Sampson donated a beautiful
pastel portrait of the Captain himself.  The portrait of
Erastus Sampson was done in 1850 and is quite striking.  
It now hangs adjacent to the oil portraits of his children.
The family is, symbolically, once again together in the house
where they lived.  Soon after, we received from S t e p h e n
Byers Sampson a portrait of the C o r i o l a n u s, the vessel with
which Captain Sampson was associated for many years.  
The watercolor depicts the ship in a heavy sea, full sail set.

Our sincerest thanks to these members of the Sampson
family for conveying important pieces of Duxbury’s
heritage. 1

Capt. Erastus Sampson Collection 
and the Nathaniel Wi n s o r, Jr. House

Above: Capt. Erastus Sampson.  
Below: The Ship Coriolanus.
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Here at the Society, we try to keep
an eye on various auctions taking
place on the internet, hoping to
find Duxbury items.  They crop up
often, and through various websites
we’ve been fortunate enough to
obtain numerous archival
documents, small artifacts, and even
some paintings of Duxbury people
and places.  We are aided in this
endeavor by several members of the
Society who
provide
tremendous help
as “spotters” on
the internet.  
One of them is 
Dr. David Corey,
who has brought
countless items to
our attention,
thereby facilitating
the “homecoming”
of many a
Duxbury artifact.
One such object
was acquired
earlier this year—the handsome sign
which once 
hung outside the old “Bayside Inn” 
at 476 Washington Street.

When they heard that the Society
was considering the purchase of this
piece of Duxbury’s history, Peter
Flagg Maxson and John C.R.
Taylor, two residents of 476
Washington, generously stepped up
and offered to assist the Society in its
acquisition.  Their donation was
made in honor of another resident of

the former “Bayside Inn,” Ruth
Isabella Gardner Lamere.

Four seventy-six Washington Street,
built in 1813, was originally the
home of Seth Sprague, Jr. (1787-
1856) and his wife, Welthea Little
Sprague (1788-1892). Seth, Jr. was
the son of Seth Sprague, Esq., one of
Duxbury’s most successful
shipbuilders and regional leader of
various social causes, including
antislavery. Seth Sprague, Jr.
followed in his father’s footsteps,
becoming a Massachusetts Senator

and drafting legislation to counter
Jim Crow laws. His house was built
in 1813 on a portion of his father’s
vast estate.  In 1872, the house was
purchased by a Mr. Hollis and
converted into a hotel. The hotel
went through a variety of owners
and was known as the “Winsor
Hotel” and the “Brunswick House.”

The house’s heyday as an inn came
about when it was
purchased by
Maurice Chandler
in 1912.  Chandler,
who had been a
peddler in
Plymouth, made
many attractive
changes to the
building, including
the addition of the
piazza visible in the
adjacent
photograph.  He
also altered the
orientation of the

building by cutting a new front door
facing Washington Street (the
original front door faced Harrison
Street).  The Bayside Inn was a
popular destination and operated
until 1923.

Now, the Bayside Inn sign which
once hung in front of the house has
returned to Duxbury after a long
journey, passed from collector to
collector.  We are most grateful to
David Corey, Peter Flagg Maxson
and John C.R. Taylor for helping us
to bring this item home. 1

Bayside Inn Sign Comes Home to Duxbury

Above: Peter Flagg Maxson, Ruth Isabella Gardner Lamere, and John C.R. Taylor.
Below: The Bayside Inn pictured with the sign out front.
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It has been a busy and
productive autumn at the
Drew Archival Library. We
have continued to expand our
Internet presence by placing
more Finding Aids on the
DRHS’s website. I am happy
to report that the Finding
Aids have indeed been found
online by remote patrons and
have been helpful. In
addition, a brief article in the
most recent New England
Archivists’ newsletter
highlighted several of our collections.
It is exciting to have our material
accessible to researchers everywhere
and our goal is to keep growing our
cataloged offerings.

While I love the fact that people
from around the world can view our
collections, I also enjoy our local
patrons and volunteers.  The
Archives has become a home away
from home lately to Monty Healy,
who has been conducting extensive
research on the early land divisions
of Duxbury.  You may have read
Monty’s recent article in the Duxbury
Clipper entitled “Duxbury’s Early
Settlers – The Project Begins.”  The
Archives has also hosted a number of
genealogists, “dateboard” researchers
and students.  

In September, we had a wonderful
visit from the donor of the Camp
Twin Oaks Photograph Collection,
Delores Nevils. Ms. Nevils, the
author of Amadeus, The Leghorn
Rooster, traveled from St. Helena,

SC to view the Camp Twin Oaks
Exhibit in the rotunda of the Wright
Building. She was thrilled to see the
images of her family so prominently
displayed. The Camp Twin Oaks
Exhibit will remain on display
through November. Our next
exhibit will highlight the amazing
photographs taken by the missionary
J. Manville Lewis in the Belgian
Congo during the late 19th century.
These extremely rare and beautiful
images depict the people and
artifacts of the Congo during the
early years of European expansion.
This is an exhibit you will not want
to miss!

On October 22nd we hosted a Letter
Reading highlighting the travels of
Captain Amasa Delano and is
brother, Captain Samuel Delano, Jr.
Learning about the adventures of our
Duxbury forebears is one thing,
hearing their voices across the
generations through their letters is
quite another. If you have not
attended one of our Letter Readings,

I hope you will join us at our
next event to hear more of
our collections come to life.

Another exciting endeavor
we will be embarking upon
soon is an Oral History
project collecting the
reminiscences of Duxbury’s
residents.  I will be
conducting a workshop for all
those interested in
participating in the project in
the coming months.  In the

meantime, I am seeking volunteers to
listen to the Oral History tapes
collected in the 1980’s and 1990’s
and write short descriptions of their
content.  Please contact me at if you
would like more information about
this project. 

We have received some wonderful
gifts over the past few months
including the Civil War letters of
John H. Frazee, photographs of the
Ellison Duck Blind, documents from
the schooner Leader, books from
Captain Edward Baker’s library, and
many more.  Thank you to all of our
donors, it is through your generosity
that the Drew Archival Library can
continue to preserve and make
available our rich history.

Finally, I encourage anyone that has
not seen the beautiful Wright
Building or toured the Archives to
come for a visit.  The Drew Archival
Library is open Monday – Friday,
9am to 1pm.  See you there! 1

Notes from the Archives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .b y Carolyn Ravenscroft, Archivist
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Who was Antoinette Knowles and was she the person
who carefully mended the 5/8” three-cornered tear in
the orange, green, and beige striped cotton dress?  
The mysteries of the Godey Room continue to 
intrigue the members of the Historic Clothing
Collection Committee.

This well-preserved 1850s dress was displayed this
summer on the mannequin representing the
“schoolmarm” in the Potter Gallery exhibit entitled
“Childhood.”  At the conclusion of the exhibit in
October, we welcomed back this pretty little dress and
prepared it for storage in its home location at the
Nathaniel Winsor, Jr. House.  Previously it had been
hanging on a special acid-free padded hanger in a third
floor storage area at the Nathaniel Winsor, Jr. House,
but we felt that an improved storage method would be
to stuff the dress lightly with acid-free tissue and place it
in an acid-free box in the Annex Room, another part of
the clothing storage facility.

During this process we were afforded a chance to
observe once again the minutiae of the condition of this
historic piece.  We discovered a three-cornered tear that
had been meticulously mended, and we discovered a
hand-written ink note on the inside of the bodice lining
seam reading “worn by Margie Sampson,” and “worn by
Antoinette Knowles.”  The donor of the dress was
Margie S. Sampson, a familiar name to us as she has
given quite a few clothing items to our collection.
However, Antoinette Knowles was not a name we had
encountered thus far.  Who was she and did she
somehow tear the dress?  We also noted that the
hemline creases indicate that the dress’s hem had been
let down and/or taken up several times.

We vacuumed the dress in our usual manner using the
museum-quality Nilfisk cleaner.  We feel reasonably
confident that we have removed the dust on the dress
that had accumulated during the course of the time out
on exhibit.

We happily embraced the opportunity
for a research task.  First we went to
Carolyn Ravenscroft at the Drew
Archives Library with our question.
She agreed to begin a search about
Antoinette Knowles and her
relationship to Margie Sampson.  We then sought the
help of the Chairman of the Textile Committee, Kris
Gaskins, who offered the information that Knowles had
worked a quilt square.  Kris is going to follow up on that
information to facilitate an answer to the mystery.

There is an intriguing forensic component to our work
with historic clothing.  We have many clues about the
person whose body actually touched the dress or other
article of clothing that we are researching.  This
provides a unique link to the past, and shapes in part
how we regard the history we already know.  As one
drives through town past homes that have a connection
to the garment, a third dimension is added to the way
we know this person or their family.  Of course in many
instances we do not know the provenance. making the
situation much more complex.  Almost every piece in
our collection engenders a research project.  When we
do not have information about the owner or when it
was worn, because many pieces are found in the donor’s
attic or cellar, we peruse books and Costume Society of
America’s journal Dress for answers to our questions.

As we dress a mannequin to prepare for an exhibit, we
are usually surprised about what a dress, skirt or coat
actually looks like on a human form, and what is
entailed in presenting it.  We discover that pieces are
missing or that something is added, or a significant
amendment to the basic design has occurred, a whole
different set of circumstances than what we expected
when we saw the dress in a box or on a hanger!  That is
when the creative work really begins.  Look for more
about this in a future newsletter article or in an exhibit.
Share the sense of adventure that is a large part of the
work of managing the Duxbury Rural and Historical
Society’s Historic Clothing Collection. 1

Mysteries from the Godey Room ......................By Madelon S. Ali
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During the third week of
September, approximately
35 volunteers participated
in an archaeological
testing procedure at the
King Caesar House.  The
goal of the project was to
locate any small shards or
fragments of artifacts that
could be dated to the
19th century, hopefully
providing a hints as to
what objects might have
been in the house during
its early history.

The King Caesar House, once home
to Duxbury’s wealthiest shipbuilder
and merchant, Ezra Weston II, is
currently exhibited as it appeared
around the 1820s.  The house is full
of period artifacts, most of them
from Duxbury.  However, very few
artifacts on display actually belonged
to the Westons and we know very
little about how they furnished the
house.  Any shards uncovered during
the dig could tell us what they kept
in their cupboards, on their table,
and perhaps more.  In fact, the team
found more than just shards.

The focus area of the project was the
front lawn.  This was chosen for two
reasons.  First, given the amount of
foot traffic from the front door to
the wharf over the years, we
expected to find many discarded
objects.  Second, the front lawn is
one of the few areas of the property
that has not been disturbed by
utilities, septic systems, etc.

To guide our work, Monty Healy,
a retired surveyor and an active
member of the Society, generously
agreed to plot out a tremendous grid
covering the front lawn and a small
section of the wharf.  Monty also
carefully kept track of the
coordinates of each pit as they were
opened.  Without Monty’s efforts,
tracking our data and keeping a
historical record of the work that
was done would have been
impossible.  We are also grateful to
Carole McCarthy who scanned the
entire area with a metal detector,
flagging each “hit” and helping us to
determine which areas were likely to
contain the most artifacts.

Over the course of seven days, a
total of 27 pits (2 by 2 feet) were
excavated.  Most pits were
excavated to a depth of 12 inches,
some as deep as 18 inches.  The
team focused mainly along the axis
running from the front gate to the
front steps.  For good measure, a few
pits were dug well off to either side

of this axis.  Some pits
were also dug out on the
wharf.

The great majority of
artifacts were found in
front of the house, close
to the axis running from
the gate to the front
steps.  Volunteers
uncovered a tremendous
variety of glazed
earthenware, most of
which dates to the early

19th century.  Some samples of fine
creamware with elegant patterns
may be large enough to be identified
in terms of date and maker.  Also
discovered were several buttons
(some nice 19th century examples in
good condition), clay pipe stems, a
thimble, glass fragments, and many,
many nails and spikes.

While the wharf might at first seem
an attractive location for digging
(given the volume of activity and
the existence of buildings there in
the 19th century) the structure has
been subject to massive decay at
various points in its history.  The
earth there now is almost entirely
recent fill and any traces of King
Caesar wharf buildings or trinkets
dropped by his workers are long
gone.  A few test pits sunk on the
wharf bore out this notion.  The
ground there is virtually devoid of
artifacts or any signs of building
material.

continued on next page

Preliminary Findings of the King Caesar House Mini-Dig
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The Publications Committee of the
Duxbury Rural and Historical
Society announces a special holiday
discount on books purchased
directly through Society.  From now
until December 25, all titles sold
through the DRHS will be 25% off.

This includes Duxbury Past and
Present, the Society’s latest
publication, a hard-cover, full color
book that contrasts 75 historic
views of Duxbury with 75 present-
day views of the same locations.  Co-
authored by Patrick Browne and
Norman Forgit, the book won an
honorable mention in the New
England Museum Association’s
publications competition and spent
many weeks on the Patriot Ledger’s
best seller list.  Duxbury Past and

Present, which typically sells for $40,
will be available through the DRHS
for $30 until Christmas.

Books may be purchased at the
headquarters of the Duxbury Rural
and Historical Society at the
Nathaniel Winsor, Jr. House, 479
Washington Street (open Monday-
Friday, 9-4) and at the Drew

Archival Library, 147 St. George
Street (open Monday-Friday, 9-1).
The Nathaniel Winsor, Jr. House
will also be open as a stop on the
“Holly Days” tour, sponsored by the
Duxbury Business Association,
which will take place on Sunday,
November 29, from 12 to 4.  The
books will also be available during
the Society’s “Christmas at the King
Caesar House,” Saturday, December

12 from 12-6 and Sunday, December
13 from 12-4.

The Publications Committee of the
Society is committed to publishing
works illuminating Duxbury’s past.
Over the years, the Society has
independently published 16 books or
pamphlets on Duxbury history. 1

Holiday Discount on Books at the Historical Society

King Caesar House Mini-Dig
continued from previous page

Perhaps the most intriguing
discovery was made in every
pit along the line from the
front steps to the front gate.
In these pits, approximately
10 inches down, a layer of
bricks was found, many of
them still intact.  It would
therefore seem that King
Caesar once had a brick
walkway leading from his
house to his gate.  None of
the existing photographs of the house (the earliest of
which is c. 1883) depict a brick walkway.  This, and other
factors including the shape and depth of the brick, would
indicate that the walkway dates to the early 19th century
and was possibly laid not long after the house was built.

Landscaping, as we know it,
was not typically carried out
around rural 19th century
homes.  The presence of a
walkway is therefore
somewhat surprising.
However, as one volunteer
facetiously observed, given
the volume of traffic from
the house to the wharf,
Mrs. Weston likely tired of
mud in her house and
demanded the installation
of the bricks.

Over the course of the winter, the hundreds of artifacts
will be washed and analyzed.  It is likely that we will be
able to date many of them to King Caesar’s time and,
possibly, obtain similar objects for the museum. 1

Archivist Carolyn Ravenscroft (left) and Joan Lyons (right) 
sift for artifacts.  Both photos courtesy of Julius Prince.



December 11
Christmas at the King Caesar House,
Members Cocktail Party, 6-8 p.m.

December 12-13 
Christmas at the King Caesar House
Tours and Holiday Boutique, To u r s
Saturday 12-6 p.m., Sunday 12-4 p.m.
Adults $10, Students/Seniors $5,
children under 6 free.

January 20
Annual Meeting, The Village at
D u x b u r y, Business Meeting 6:30 p.m.
$30 for those who plan to stay for dinner.

February 18
Sarah Wingate Taylor Lecture, 
“The Making of ‘In the Days of King
C a e s a r.’”  Animation Designer Bryan
Felty and DRHS Director Patrick
Browne will discuss the making of the
S o c i e t y ’s mini-documentary on the 

King Caesar Estate.  No charge.  
Hoyt Reading Room in the Wr i g h t
Building, 147 St. George Street, 7 pm.

March 4
Oral History Project Wo r k s h o p ,
Archivist Carolyn Ravenscroft will lead
a workshop to get our new oral history
project organized and underway.  
Any volunteers interested in helping 
to document Duxbury’s more recent
history are encouraged to attend.  
Hoyt Reading Room in the Wr i g h t
Building, 147 St. George Street, 7 pm.

“The Lamplighter” is published quarterly by 
The Duxbury Rural and Historical Society.

Main Office
Nathaniel Winsor, Jr. House
479 Washington Street, PO Box 2865, 

Duxbury, MA 02331
Phone: (781) 934-6106      Fax: (781) 934-5730
email: pbrowne@duxburyhistory.org
website: www.duxburyhistory.org

Library
Drew Archival Library, 147 St. George St., Duxbury
Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and by appointment

Museums
King Caesar House, 120 King Caesar Road, Duxbury
Open July-Labor Day, Wed-Sun 1-4 p.m. 

Capt. Gershom Bradford House 
931 Tremont Street, Duxbury
Open July-Labor Day, Sun 1-4 p.m.

Newsletter design: Lois Wood Graphic Design, Duxbury, www.loiswood.com

Winter Events


