— T h e

L a m p l i g h t e r —
DRHS works to preserve and promote the
rural and historic character of Duxbury.
The Society was founded in 1883 with
the mission to improve and ornament the
streets of Town. The first project
undertaken was the purchase of 27 street
lamps set out along Washington Street.

The Newsletter of

T H E D U X B U RY R U R A L
& HISTORICAL S OCIETY

DRHS to Embark on Archaeological Dig
In October 2008, the Duxbury Rural
and Historical Society will conduct an
exciting new project — the
archaeological testing of the Second
Meeting House site on Chestnut Street.

The conventional wisdom regarding the
site’s history is that the First Meeting
House (which was built around 1637
and stood within the present bounds of
the cemetery) was replaced by a Second
Meeting House just to the east of the
cemetery around 1706. This building
was the center of Duxbury affairs, both
religious and secular, for nearly 80 years
until it was, in turn, replaced by a Third
Meeting House built in 1785 on

Among the many parcels of open space
the Society owns across Duxbury are
several historical sites where once stood
important buildings in centuries past.
One of these is the Second Meeting
House Lot, located next to the Old
Burying Ground on Chestnut Street.

continued on page 7

Notes from the Drew Archives
The Drew Archives has certainly
been busy since opening last
September. While we ready for the
installation of a new cataloging
program to allow for online public
access to the collection, work
continues on an item-level inventory
of all our holdings. At the beginning
of April, an Operating Plan was
presented to the Board of Trustees.
The Plan outlines objectives
regarding day-to-day operations of
the Drew Archives, as well as goals
for the future.

. . . . . By Kerry Durkin, Archivist

increasing from all over the country,
as well as from here in Duxbury.
While information about dateboarded houses remains the most
popular query, our collections are also
being used for research purposes.
Recently, Mary Wisbach utilized
materials in the Delano Family
Collection in writing a paper
entitled, “Commerce and

Our collections have been utilized
heavily since we opened. Reference
questions about Duxbury and its
residents have been steadily
Log of Capt. Samuel Delano

Spring, 2008

Conversion: The Impact of the
Second Great Awakening on the Life
of Samuel Delano, Jr.” The paper
will eventually be part of her Master’s
thesis. One of our volunteers,
Carolyn Ravenscroft, wrote a
fascinating paper for a graduate
course on Charlotte Bradford’s
experiences as a Civil War nurse.
Carolyn is also working on a project
to enhance the Society’s annual
program for 5th graders. She is
creating a lesson plan to help
students understand what it was like
to be a Duxbury sea captain, giving
them options and decisions to make.
Carolyn’s project draws extensively
on materials from our collection.
continued on page 7

From the Godey Room: Needlework Exhibit
at the King Caesar House ..........By Madelon S. Ali, Chairman, Historic Clothing Committee
The Historic Clothing and Textile
Collections Committees are mounting
a new exhibit, “Needlework and the
Sea,” in the King Caesar House
Kitchen Gallery, in conjunction with Summer tours of
the King Caesar House. Hours are 1-4 p.m.,
Wednesday through Sunday, starting July 5th.

were also a method of teaching girls their alphabet and
numbers. In some cases this was the only way they
learned these skills. We will show the Drew family
genealogy as a particularly fine example of stitchery and
as the centerpiece of the exhibit; samplers wrought by
Drew family members, Jane Winsor and others will also
be shown.

The exhibit is part of an exciting collaborative project
with the New Bedford Whaling Museum (NBWM).
Our contact at the NBWM, Madelyn Shaw, Vice
President of Collections and Exhibitions, asked us to
host several tours as part of a three-day symposium at
the NBWM: Needle/Work-Art, Craft, and Industry in a
Port City. Shaw’s intention to offer tours of two towns
outside New Bedford — Little Compton and Duxbury
— is to emphasize the unique story of three venues
through viewing needlework, clothing and artifacts
particular to the collections of each town’s historical
society.

A mannequin will represent Jane Winsor in a dress that
is part of the historic clothing collection. Jane’s sea
captain husband, Gershom Winsor, in 1830, brought
this muslin dress, still in exquisite condition, back from
Holland. She will be posed looking over her sampler
and netting box (an elegant tool box with various
needles used to make netting). Captain Gershom
Bradford brought Paisley shawls from India to his
daughters, Elizabeth and Charlotte, a nurse in the Civil
War. We are including the one owned by Elizabeth in
the exhibit.

This exhibit, and collaboration with NBWM, is an
opportunity for the Society to highlight samplers in the
textile collection, some the work of women and girls
with well-known family names in the town’s history.
The exhibit will feature
needlework items made “by
the sea,” such as samplers,
mourning pictures, and
sewing accessories worked
and used by Duxbury
women living on our
shores, as well as items
“from the sea,” such as
needlework items purchased
by Duxbury sea captains
abroad and brought back to
Duxbury.
The samplers not only
taught fine stitching but

The Historic Clothing Committee welcomes new
opportunities to display our wonderful collection to the
community. These venues include a display at the
Bradford House with mannequins dressed to represent
the four Bradford sisters. Rotating exhibits will appear
at the Duxbury Free
Library in the new case
near the 2nd Floor
Reference Center, and
there will be an exhibit of
historic clothing at the
King Caesar House. This
Summer, it will be summer
clothing from various ages.

One of the many fine examples of needlework on exhibit
at the King Caesar House.
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Come and see the exhibits
and learn more about the
people whose names you
have heard around the
DRHS through the years;
experience their spirit. o

Summer Exhibit: “Treasures Seldom Seen, Stories Seldom Told”
The Society’s
donated by
Exhibit
Sarah Chase
Committee
and the estate
(Sally Redmond,
of Nathaniel
chair, Nancy
Young, Jr.
Bennett, Nancy
When acquired
Dana, Barbara
it was believed
Lamarche, and
that these large,
Ashley
beautiful pastels
Morhman),
had a Duxbury
together with
connection,
Chair of the
exact details of
Collections
which were
Committee Bob
unknown.
Hale and
Imagine our
Artifacts in the exhibit will include items collected during the exhumation of the grave of
Director Patrick Myles Standish, shown here c. 1895 after the present monument was completed.
surprise when we
Browne, are
discovered that
of Myles Standish in 1890 was
working on a special exhibit to be
Mr. McLaughlin’s father was King
conducted jointly by the Rural
featured in the King Caesar House’s
Caesar’s farm superintendent and
Society and the Town of Duxbury.
Potter Gallery for the 2008 Summer
that he, as a child, lived in the Ezra
It was, as one might imagine, a
season.
Weston I house and likely knew King
controversial project. Relics from the
Caesar himself!
exhumation now in the Society’s
Entitled, “Treasures Seldom Seen,
collection include a piece of the
Stories Seldom Told,” the exhibit
Another item will be the fascinating
coffin
and
burial
shroud.
The
venture
will feature fascinating items from
Weston Fleet Flag, the only surviving
the Society’s collection that have not was the Society’s first foray into a
example of the red, white and blue
historical
project,
heralding
its
slow
been on display for decades, or some
house flag that marked Weston
transformation from a beautification
items that have never been on
vessels. These colors were known
society to a historical society.
display. The objects have been
throughout the world. The sample in
selected both for historical
our collection was “re-discovered” in
The centerpiece of the exhibit will
significance and for the curious
the attic of the King Caesar House by
be a large, beautifully intricate and
stories that surround them.
Bob Hale. The flag was “adopted” by
meticulously restored model of the
Gene and Mattie Ali.
U.S.S. Kearsarge. This famous ship
For example, one collection of items
defeated, at the end of the Civil War, We hope you will stop by the King
comes from excavations of the Myles
the infamous C.S.S. Alabama which
Standish gravesite and Standish
Caesar House, July 5 through
had terrorized the seas for years. The September 2, Wednesdays through
homesite in 1890 and c. 1829
model was displayed for decades in
respectively. The excavation of the
Sundays, 1-4 p.m. to tour the house
Standish homesite, conducted by then the Old Sailor’s Home in Duxbury.
and view this very special exhibit.
It
was
“adopted”
by
William
and
pastor of First Parish Church
A reception celebrating the opening
Lynn Rice.
Benjamin Kent, is often referred to as
of the exhibit will be Sunday, June
one of the first archaeological digs in
28 from 5-7 p.m. at the King Caesar
Also on display will be portraits of
the United States. The exhumation
House. o
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McLaughlin,
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Volunteer Recognition Awards
The Duxbury Rural and
The award for activities
Historical Society held its
was given to Elaine
Annual Meeting on
Guilfoyle. She has been
January 18 at the Sun
a dependable volunteer
Tavern. During the
for the Society at many
meeting, President
events over six years.
Kenneth Johnston,
She has served as a room
Treasurer Andrew Chase
hostess for King Caesar
and Executive Director
Christmas, a tour guide
Patrick Browne gave
for 2nd and 5th graders, a
reports on the Society’s
volunteer for
activities in 2007.
Autumnfest, a Boutique
Special highlights were
cashier, and a gardener,
the opening of the new
among other roles.
DRHS Volunteer Appreciation Award recipients. Left to right:
Drew Archival Library,
Toni Orosz, Carol Todd, Andrew Chase, Karen Grey, and
The recipient of the award
the completion of
Elaine Guilfoyle.
for land conservation was
fundraising for the facility,
Karen
Grey.
As
a
member
of
the Board of Trustees,
hiring of the Society’s first professional archivist, and
Grey helped shape the Society’s policies on land
several large-scale events, including the Nathaniel
conservation. She also coordinated a study of the
Winsor, Jr. House Bicentennial Celebration and King
Society’s lands and made many recommendations as to
Caesar’s Autumnfest.
their management. She was also a leading contributor to
The Society also recognized volunteers during the
the Society’s 2001 Strategic Plan.
Annual Meeting with Volunteer Appreciation Awards.
The Society’s “President’s Award” is given for
Carol Todd was given the award for historic preservation.
outstanding volunteer contribution in many areas.
Todd has been working to catalog the Society’s Bradford
Andrew Chase, Treasurer of the Society since 2005, was
Papers for years. She now continues this task at the
the recipient. Working with Executive Director Patrick
Drew Archival Library under the direction of the
Browne and the Society’s Investment Committee, Chase
Society’s Archivist, Kerry Durkin. Todd was also one of
has carefully monitored the financial activities of the
the organizers of the standing-room-only, letter-reading
Society. Serving as Treasurer during a time of
event that took place at the Gershom Bradford House in
unprecedented financial growth for the Society, he has
2006.
had a challenging role and has contributed much to the
Society’s stability and success.
The recipient of the award for education, Toni Orosz,
has been a docent at the King Caesar House for eight
In other business during the meeting, Liz Bone and Sam
years. She has volunteered for the Society’s 2nd and 5th
Davenport were elected to the Society’s Board of
grade school programs, giving bus tours of Duxbury and
Trustees. Also, two outgoing members of the Board,
guiding students through the King Caesar House. She
Karen Grey and Beth Lyons, were honored for their years
has organized presentations for our summer Children’s
of service to the Society. o
Workshops and arranged for a Duxbury-themed
presentation for Marshfield 5th graders.
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Christmas at King Caesar House
Needs Coordinators

Tour Guides Needed
The King Caesar and Captain Gershom Bradford Houses
need you! Do you have 3 hours to spare, or maybe more?
Be a part of history this Summer! We are looking for
volunteers for Tour Guides (docents) at either (or both)
Captain Gershom Bradford House and King Caesar House.
We will train you to become an expert on these
cherished landmarks. Training includes such interesting
topics as historic furnishings, the shipbuilding industry in
Duxbury, and the Weston and Bradford families’
histories. Experienced docents tell us they enjoy learning
the details of Duxbury’s past and the interesting people
that lived in the King Caesar and Bradford Houses.
They also enjoy meeting visitors from all over the world
who come to our historic sites. And they very much
enjoy the camaraderie of working with other docents.
The King Caesar House opens this year on July 5. The
hours are 1-4 p.m., Wednesday through Sunday until
September 2. The Bradford House will be open every
Sunday in July and August. The hours will be 1-4 p.m.
Some docents work once a week or more, while others
can only commit to one afternoon a summer. We
appreciate any amount of time that you can give.
Docents give meaning and insight to the history of our
town. Without them, we would not be able to present
our special historical sites to the public. Please call
Alison at 781.934.6106 for more details about becoming
a docent. o

Is May too early to be thinking about Christmas?
Not when it comes to selecting coordinators for
“Christmas at the King Caesar House.” Two of our
wonderful chairmen who have filled their positions for a
number of years are stepping down. We would very
much like to hear from anyone interested in taking on
these tasks so that we can have our coordinators lined up
well in advance. The two positions that need to be
filled are Decorator Chair and Boutique Chair.
The Decorator Chair is responsible for setting the event
theme, finding decorators for each room, and supporting
the decorators during the weeks leading up to the house
tours.
The Boutique Chair is responsible for finding unique
items to sell in the Boutique, setting up the Boutique,
and managing the Boutique for the three days it is open
at the King Caesar House.
If you are interested
in either of these
positions or need
further information,
please call Alison at
the office at
781.934.6106 or
email her at
aarnold@duxburyhistory.org. o

Another Step into the 21st Century for the Society
Well, we have done it. The Society
has begun “blogging.”

In March, Asst. Director Alison
Arnold created two new blogs, one
regarding the King Caesar House at
kingcaesarhouse.blogspot.com and
one for the Bradford House at
bradfordhouse.blogspot.com. The
blogs are more informal companions
to our official website at
www.duxburyhistory.org. They will

contain short historical articles about
the houses, bits of interesting news
on artifact restorations, and
information on exhibits and other
events at our two museums.
We hope you will stop by and take a
look at the blogs, post a comment, or
send us feedback. o
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Welcome New Members
The Society would like to welcome the
following people who have joined since the
last newsletter. We appreciate your
support of our mission and welcome you
to the Society.

John & Rita Arapoff
Amy Babcock
Thomas Barron
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Bartley
Gregory Brousseau
Anne & Steve Bullinger

Thomas Butler
Cristina I. Cann
Kevn Clark
Virginia Davis and Karl Lekberg
Alastair Elliott
Paul Furcinito
Dr. Alex and Mrs. Nancy Gleason
Paul & Annette Klein
Maurine Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Lindsell
Janice & Brian Linehan

Douglas Loring
Wayne McArdle
Mr. and Mrs. James McClure
Shannon and Brad McKenzie
Mr. and Mrs. John Norberg
Bill & Nan O’Neill
Carolyn and Adrian Ravenscroft
Mr. & Mrs. William Rice, Jr.
The Rudicus Family
Jeannine Stanwood
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Starr o

Appreciation for Christmas Past ..............................................by Alison Arnold
The Society was fortunate that 2007 saw the return of all
of our chairmen for Christmas at the King Caesar House.
Those who have chaired in the past know that it is no
small feat! We saw another great turnout this year as
people visited the King Caesar House to view “Christmas
through the Decades.” The decorators were chaired by
Stacie Colbeth. The rooms were magnificently
decorated using themes of decades past for inspiration.
Beth Wahle, chair of the parties, did a fantastic job
organizing the Members Preview Party and even added
entertainment this
year by having a
bagpiper play for the
guests. Jessica Tyler
and Selden Tearse
did it again this year
by organizing all the
hors d’oeuvres and
making sure all the
guests were well fed.

children greeted him. Hot chocolate and treats were
shared by young and old alike as Santa read stories.
The Holiday Boutique, chaired by Robin Nudd, featured
20 local vendors with all hand-crafted items, did a
fabulous job and raised money for the Society.
Also, many thanks go out to Emily Kellar who did a
great job on publicity. She made sure that people far and
wide knew about our event and sent weekly press releases
to all the media outlets.

Santa decided to
return to the King
Caesar House on
Saturday morning,
where over 50
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Our thanks go to the
many volunteers who
graciously gave their
time and effort this
year to help put on a
very successful event.
o

Help the DRHS Build a July 4th Float!
The Education Committee would
like to assemble a float for the
Parade in Duxbury on the 4th of
July. The theme this year is “Hats

Off to Our American Heroes.”
A flatbed and truck have been
secured and cloth bunting and flags
are in storage. If you are interested

in helping (all ages welcome), please
call Janet Ritch at 781.934.0660 or
e-mail janetritch@yahoo.com. o

Drew Archives continued from page 1

Archeological Dig continued from page 1

A photographic exhibit, entitled “Ladies of Long Ago,”
went up in March to celebrate Women’s History Month.
The exhibit featured photographs from our collections of
Duxbury women from 1840-1964. This was first in a
rotating series of exhibits to continue throughout the year.

Tremont Street. The Second Meeting House was then
taken down around 1785. The Society acquired the
vacant parcel in 1937. The site could hold a tremendous
amount of historical information and, possibly, artifacts
as well. If traces of the Second Meeting can be located,
the discovery could add much to our understanding of
early 18th century public buildings. And, with nearly
80 years of coming and going, there is considerable
potential for the discovery of artifacts.

Beginning in May, the Drew Archives will begin hosting
Letter Readings. These programs will feature a selection
of letters from our collection. The first program will
highlight letters written to and from wives of prominent
Duxbury sea captains. Watch for a date to be announced
in the Clipper! If you would like to volunteer to read one
of the letters at the event, please contact Kerry Durkin at
kdurkin@duxburyhistory.org or 781-934-1382.
We are also pleased to report that we have recently
received all 48 of the Captain Edward Baker journals and
their transcriptions from Helen Hill of Michigan, and are
readying them for exhibition. This generous donation is
probably our most significant archival acquisition since
the donation of the voluminous Bradford papers in 1968.
Another special collection, the Samuel Delano Family
Papers, donated by the Hoyt Family, has been the subject
of some discussion and planning. Society member Tom
Delano has been acting as liaison between the Society
and Delano Kindred (a society of descendants of Phillipe
De La Noye, who settled in Duxbury). Although in early
planning stages, the Delano Kindred and the Society
intend to transcribe the collection and possibly make
them available online.
The Drew Archival Library is in the Wright Building,
147 St. George Street, and open weekdays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Volunteers and visitors are always welcome! o

The dig will be overseen by certified archaeologist Craig
Chartier. His main goals are to identify any evidence of a
structure ever being present on the site and to date the
period(s) of occupation. According to Craig’s preliminary
research, the “conventional” wisdom regarding the dates
of the Second Meeting House may not be accurate. It is
hoped that, through exploring the records of the church
recently transcribed by Mr. Joe Shea, we can learn more
about the exact dates of occupation.
The project will not be a full excavation but a “testing
procedure” consisting of two, long and narrow trenches
dug across the property in an attempt to locate the
Second Meeting House foundation. Several small pits
will also be dug near Chestnut Street, a road in use for
more than 370 years, in an attempt to locate artifacts.
The Society will need volunteers for this project! If this
piques your interest, please do sign up. Digging will take
place over 12 days in mid October. Volunteers may
participate at any level they prefer—they may spend an
hour or several afternoons! The only requirement is that
interested volunteers sign up by September 27th and
that they attend, on that day, a brief training session led
by Craig Chartier at the Society’s Drew Archival Library.
If you are interested in participating, please contact the
Society at 781-934-6106. o
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“The Lamplighter” is published quarterly by
The Duxbury Rural and Historical Society.

Summer Events
June 28
Exhibits Preview Reception,
“Treasures Seldom Seen, Stories
Seldom Told” and “Needlework
and the Sea,” King Caesar House,
5-7 p.m.
July 5
Museum Opening Day, King
Caesar and Bradford Houses, 1 p.m.
July 10
King Caesar Barn Lecture,
Patrick Browne, Executive
Director, DRHS, on the
Founding of the Duxbury Rural
Society, 10 a.m.
July 24
King Caesar Barn Lecture,
Theodore Clark, author, on
Unsung But Fascinating
Bostonians, 10 a.m.

August
Clark’s Island Picnic, Cedarfield,
time, TBA
August 7
King Caesar Barn Lecture,
Michael Tougias, author,
on King Philip’s War, 10 a.m.
August 21
King Caesar Barn Lecture,
Craig Chartier, archaeologist, on
the Duxbury Second Meeting
House Archaeological Dig planned
for October 2008, 10 a.m. o

Main Office
Nathaniel Winsor, Jr. House
479 Washington Street, PO Box 2865,
Duxbury, MA 02331
Phone: (781) 934-6106 Fax: (781) 934-5730
email: pbrowne@duxburyhistory.org
website: www.duxburyhistory.org
Library
Drew Archival Library, 147 St. George St., Duxbury
Starting September 24, Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
and by appointment
Museums
King Caesar House, 120 King Caesar Road, Duxbury
Open June-Labor Day, Wed-Sun 1-4 p.m.
Capt. Gershom Bradford House
931 Tremont Street, Duxbury
Open June-Labor Day, Sun 1-4 p.m.
Graphic design: Lois Wood Graphic Design, Duxbury, www.loiswood.com

