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L a m p l i g h t e r —
DRHS works to preserve and promote the
rural and historic character of Duxbury.
The Society was founded in 1883 with
the mission to improve and ornament the
streets of Town. The first project
undertaken was the purchase of 27 street
lamps set out along Washington Street.

The Newsletter of
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Workshops with High School Teachers Set an Agenda
for Student Programs at the Archives
The Society has worked with the
teachers of the Duxbury High
School in many ways over the past
years in an effort to reach out and
share our resources with students.
Past programs have been successful,
but recently we’ve had a new
infusion of energy and ideas focusing
on possible programming at the
Drew Archival Library. We are
quite happy to report that several
new projects are in the works that
will bring High School students into

Duxbury High School teachers tour the Drew Archival Library

continued on page 3

“Childhood,” A Special Exhibit at the King Caesar House
The Exhibit Committee, chaired by Sally Redmond,
is hard at work on this summer’s special exhibit in the
Potter Gallery at the King Caesar House.
Entitled “Childhood,” the exhibit will explore what it
was like to grow up in Duxbury in the 19th and early
20th centuries. Vignettes from the lives of specific
Duxbury children from various time periods will be
depicted through the use of personal artifacts, letters,
photographs and clothing. Viewers will learn about
Duxbury schooling, children’s games and chores, and
other aspects of being a child in this seaside town.
Some of the interesting artifacts that will be on display
include furnishings from Partridge Academy, selections
from our rare doll collection, a 19th century children’s

penmanship book
complete with a
child’s sketches of
Duxbury ships, early
19th century
children’s games and
toys, and photographs
of the interiors of
several Duxbury
schools that have since been taken down.
A reception will be held on Saturday, June 27 from 5-7 p.m.
to celebrate the opening of the exhibit. All Society
members and their guests are invited to attend. We hope
you will join us to view this exciting exhibit and to help us
kick off another summer at the King Caesar House. o
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Farewell and Best Wishes to Kerry Durkin ............................By Patrick Browne
The Society is very sad to bid farewell
to the first Archivist of our Drew
Archival Library, Kerry Durkin.
Kerry will be getting married in June
and re-locating to Long Island.
Although we tried to convince her
that it would not be such a bad
commute, unfortunately, we were
unsuccessful. Kerry leaves the Society
with an impressive list of
accomplishments.
She joined us in June of 2007, having
just completed her Masters Degree in
Library Science at Simmons College.
The Society’s search for an archivist
to oversee our new archival facility
was a competitive one. And, for us,
the stakes were rather high. The
search committee (Bob Hale,
Katherine Pillsbury, and Patrick
Browne) knew that the success of this
rather bold new endeavor would very
much depend on finding the right
person to run it. Kerry was definitely
the right person. With an impressive
record of internships at several major
archival facilities, a clear knowledge
of the latest archival standards and
technologies, and a cheerful and
energetic disposition, she was well
equipped to take the helm of the
Drew Archival Library.

Duxbury history and the Society
itself, and assisting with our efforts to
outfit and furnish the facility. The
move into new building came soon
enough and the dash to prepare for
the grand opening was on. August
and September of 2007 were busy
months with the unpacking of the
collection, the assembly of furniture,
the installation of computer networks
and boxes, boxes everywhere.

In year and a half since the Drew
Archival Library opened, Kerry has
constantly shown initiative and
dedication in running the facility.
She has pursued her primary
responsibility of cataloging the
collections with great determination.
Many findings aids and catalogs now
exist where few existed before. The
Of course, when Kerry began working collections are better stored for their
long term preservation. When the
for us, the Wright Building was not
yet complete. Our archival collection time came for the acquisition of
cataloging software, Kerry did her
was entirely boxed away and in
research and proposed PastPerfect,
storage at the Nathaniel Winsor, Jr.
House. She was, for a short while, an which is now the software used to
catalog all the Society’s collections
archivist without any archives or an
(not just archives) and also houses
archival library. But she was busily
our membership database. Kerry has
planning, familiarizing herself with

assisted countless researchers, students
and scholars with a wide variety of
projects. She created numerous
exhibits of photographs, documents
and ephemera in the rotunda and the
oval room. Kerry drafted an
operating plan setting clear priorities
and goals for the Drew Archives
which will be exceedingly useful to
our next archivist. Perhaps her
project most familiar to our members
are the wonderful Letter Readings she
organized in the Hoyt Reading Room
over the past year. These popular
programs have focused on such
subjects as Duxbury Civil War letters,
the Bradford Family, the Kent Family,
and Sea Captains’ letters to their
loved ones.
We are fortunate (and pleased to here
announce) that we have an excellent
successor to take the helm after Kerry
departs. Carolyn Ravenscroft,
currently pursuing her MLS degree at
Simmons and a long-time volunteer
at the Drew Archival Library, will be
our new archivist. Carolyn has
worked side by side with Kerry on
numerous projects, particularly the
cataloguing of the Bradford Papers
and has already had extensive “onthe-job” training.
To Kerry we offer our sincerest thanks
for her role in making the Drew
Archival Library such a success, our
congratulations on her wedding, and
our very best wishes for the future. o
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High School Teachers cont. from page 1

the archives and bring historic
documents into the High School.

archivist, Carolyn Ravenscroft. As a
result of these visits, we already have
students who are interested in
volunteering at the archives.

In-class Presentations: The Society
will be developing a “menu” of short
presentations for High School social
studies classes focusing on certain key
subjects in their curriculum and
demonstrating how these topics (i.e.
the Civil War, the Second Great
Awakening, Social
Reform movements,
etc.) are reflected in
Duxbury archival
documents.

Jack Kennedy, the head of the Social Of the many potential collaborative
Studies Department, initiated our
projects discussed with the teachers,
recent meetings by
proposing the Society
should organize a
professional
development
workshop for Duxbury
teachers to acquaint
Workshop for
them with the
Photography Class:
archives. This
We hope to
workshop took place
coordinate a visit of
on May 8. There was
the High School
so much enthusiasm
photography class to
during this session
the archives to learn
that the discussion
about historical
was continued on
photography
May 20 when the
Duxbury High School teachers try to decipher 19th century letters
Social Studies
Departmental
during a workshop at the Drew Archival Library
teachers held their
Meetings: We will
departmental meeting in the Hoyt
continue to make the reading room
the following are the top priorities:
Reading Room of the Archives.
available for meetings of the Social
Summer internships: We will
Studies Department.
One thing was quite clear from these submit to the High School guidance
meetings. Past efforts to get students department a list of cataloging/
When the Society pursued the
involved in archival projects had
Wright Building for its archival
scanning/transcribing projects that
only been moderately successful
will qualify as summer internships for library, the location of the building
because the collection was relatively
on the school campus was seen as one
students interested in boosting the
inaccessible. But now, with the Drew resumes for college applications.
of the primary benefits of the facility.
Archival Library situated on the
It has been a high priority to engage
school campus, the proximity of the
Senior projects: We will also submit
in programming of this sort with the
collection makes new programs
a more extensive list of projects for
schools and we are very happy to see
eminently feasible.
Seniors who elect to do a community such momentum in this direction. It
service project in their 4th quarter.
would not be possible without the
To illustrate this, and as something of
energy and hard work of Kerry
an impromptu “trial-run” of a student Professional Development
Durkin (our outgoing archivist),
archival program, one of the 10th
Programs: We will be renewing our
Carolyn Ravenscroft (our incoming
grade history teachers elected to send professional development programs
archivist), and the enthusiasm and
his classes to the archives on May 15 for teachers, this time focusing
receptiveness of the High School
and May 18 to learn about our
primarily on archival documents and teachers.
o
resources. These “orientation”
different periods of Duxbury’s history
programs were led by our future
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Duxbury…Past and Present Receives Publications Award
The latest publication released by
the Duxbury Rural and Historical
Society, Duxbury… Past and Present,
received an honorable mention,
ranking fourth in its category, in the
New England Museum Association’s
2009 Publication Awards.
Given the caliber of the
organizations that receive these
awards, such as the Museum of Fine
Arts, Old Sturbridge Village, Yale
University Art Gallery, the Peabod y
Essex Museum, we at the DRHS feel
very fortunate to rank among such
company. In all, 209 publications
from 70 different New England
Museums were entered in the
competition. The award reflects the
high standards and hard work of the
Society’s Publications Committee.

Duxbury…Past and Present, released
in December 2008, consists of a
collection of 75 historical views of
Duxbury compared side-by-side with
75 present-day photographs of the
same locations in full color. The
historical images in Duxbury…Past
and Present range from 1839 to 1971
and include a variety of sketches,

postcards and actual photographs.
Many of these views have never
before been published. Each
pairing of past and present
photographs is accompanied by
extended, narrative captions which
not only identify the location and
the historic sites within it, but
provide some little-known history
and personal stories behind
Duxbury’s most prominent
landmarks.
Duxbury…Past and Present is
available at the main office of the
DRHS, the Nathaniel Winsor, Jr.
House, at 479 Washington Street
(M-F, 9-4) and at Westwinds
Bookshop. o

DRHS Scholarship Winner: Benjamin Urann
The Society extends its sincerest
congratulations to Ben Urann,
winner of the annual DRHS
scholarship. The scholarship is
awarded to a graduating senior who
will attend a 4-year college, who has
achieved noteworthy academic
standing in Social Studies/History,
and who has demonstrated an interest
in historical research or preservation
on an extra-curricular level.
Since he was in 7th grade, Ben has
been helping our caretakers, the
Savages, with projects at the
Society’s property on Clark’s Island
known as Cedarfield. The house, the
second oldest on the Island, dates to

1836. It stands almost the same
today as it was in the 19th century,
with virtually no utilities and no
modern improvements. Cedarfield
embodies a unique historical
character, a way of life that is fast
disappearing, and is indeed worthy of
preservation.
Ben has assisted with numerous tasks
on the Island over the years, but his
most ambitious by far was the reshingling of the north side of the
Cedarfield barn. Ben took this on as
an Eagle Scout project and handled
the task from start to finish, stripping
the old shingles, repairing sheathing,
re-shingling and painting. As Ben

describes, “While there were many
easier and less logistically
challenging projects I could have
done, I chose this because of my
great affection for the property and
my desire to help keep up this gem
for future generations to enjoy.”
Not only has Ben exhibited a
remarkable interest in history and
preservation outside of school, his
academic record where history is
concerned is stellar. We are pleased
to congratulate Ben on his hard
work over the years and hope that
he continues to pursue historical
studies. o
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DRHS Annual Volunteer Awards
During our Annual Meeting in March, the DRHS gave
out our annual volunteer awards to commend the
dedication of some of our hardest-working volunteers.
Awards are given out in several categories.
The recipient of our award for historic preservation,
Kris Gaskins, recently became co-chair of our Textiles
Committee, having already served on that committee for
nearly two years. As co-chair, she jumped in with both
feet, taking a lead role in organizing the Society’s exhibit
last summer
entitled
“Needlework
and the Sea,”
featuring some of
our most special
artifacts,
including our
collection of
19th century
Duxbury
samplers. She is now busily working to help catalog and
conserve other objects in the textiles collection,
including bed hangings and quilts — most of them in
very fragile condition and needing careful attention.
Bill McArdle, the recipient of the award for education,
has been chairman of the Publications Committee for the
past five years. In that capacity, he has overseen three
excellent publications, namely “King Caesar of Duxbury,”
a reproduction of the 1903 map of Duxbury Village, and
our latest publication, “Duxbury Then and Now.” Each
of these publications has done a great deal to educate the
general public about Duxbury’s heritage.
The winner of the Activities award was Suzy Winter.
She has been an energetic member of several event
committees for a number of years. Last year she played
an important role in making the Bicentennial Party
for the Bradford House a lively and successful event.
She also assisted with last year’s King Caesar’s
Autumnfest. But her greatest contribution has been four

Decembers of hard work as a decorator for Christmas at
the King Caesar House.
The President’s Award is essentially our “volunteer of the
year award,” and is given for outstanding volunteer
contribution in many areas. The award was given to
Carolyn Ravenscroft. She has been a dedicated
volunteer at the Drew Archival Library for the past year
and a half. As a graduate student pursuing a Masters in
Library Science, she has been an invaluable source of
support to our
archivist, Kerry
Durkin. They’ve
collaborated
closely on
numerous
projects,
including the
organization and
cataloging of
some of our
largest archival collections, and also the extensive
research that goes into the Letter Readings at the Drew
Archives.
She took a keen interest in our Bradford Collection and
has since become extremely knowledgeable about that
family and their place in the greater context of
Massachusetts social history. Carolyn has used the
archives to write papers for her graduate studies and also
an excellent lecture on Charlotte Bradford, a Civil War
nurse. She wrote a creative lesson plan for fifth grade
students offering an opportunity to learn more about
Duxbury shipbuilders and introducing them to the
concept of primary sources. Finally, she devoted many
hours last summer as a docent at the Gershom Bradford
House Museum.
We are most grateful for the work of all of our volunteers,
and particularly pleased to highlight the efforts of our
award winners. o
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Textiles Committee Delves into “Hidden” History
By Kris Gaskins, Co-Chair, Textiles Committee

Imagine discovering a
long-forgotten trunk
in the attic and
opening it to discover
a treasure trove of
quilts. That is exactly
what happened to the
Textiles committee
this past fall. No one
remembers where the
trunk came from or
who might have filled
it with such rare
artifacts.
Armed with only a
basic list of what the Consultant Vivian Sayre examines one of our historic quilts.
trunk might hold, we
These quilts were typically made as
dove in. One at a time we removed
tokens of remembrance and
the quilts, unfolded them, and
presented to a friend or relative who
beheld beauties from the past. A
was getting married or moving away,
silk log cabin, its colors still vibrant,
much like autograph books were used
its fabric so fragile. A Star of
in the twentieth century. Each wellBethlehem pieced quilt, its designer
wisher would sign a square, with all
demonstrating a masterful
the squares later stitched together to
understanding of the use of color.
construct the quilt. Containing
A wool quilt, richly colored in
names, dates and sentiments, these
indigo, brown, tan and green. A
quilts offer a glimpse into the lives of
blue and white appliqué coverlet
our ancestors.
adorned with the most unusual
shapes and having as its center a
magnificent dragon. Several crazy
quilts from the late 19th century,
their scraps of velvet and silk
bordered with an array of
embroidery stitches and containing
pictorial figures symbolizing love,
strength and friendship. And
friendship quilts, too, at least three
of which were made in Duxbury in
the middle of the 19th century, at
the height of their popularity.

We measured and photographed each
quilt, identified the type of fabric and
in some cases could name the quilt
pattern. The condition of each quilt
was recorded, with any damage noted
and photographed. According to
current best practices, the quilts are
now carefully rolled in archival tissue
and unbleached muslin.

Our curiosity piqued,
we called in Vivien
Lee Sayre, a certified
quilt appraiser, to
help us learn more
about our collection.
While we furiously
took notes, Mrs.
Sayre identified
many fabrics’ country
of origin, and in
some cases even the
exact mill in which
it was produced.
Dyes and printing
methods, both of
which she could
identify, help date
fabrics and therefore the
approximate age of the quilts.
She counted stitches, studied the
construction techniques employed,
and exclaimed over the skill of some
of the quilters.
Our next step is to have members
of the Massachusetts Quilt
Documentation Project study our
quilts and write up a report on each
one. This group has studied over
6000 quilts that have some
connection to our state, and have
just published a book showing off
some of the extraordinary works of
art that they have examined.
Stay tuned for the next chapter,
when we will share the information
we gather on our quilts, and perhaps
even display some of them. o
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Conservation of 1741 Wadsworth-Alden Coverlet
By Penny Kriegel, Co-Chair, Textiles Committee

One of the most
treasured items in our
textiles collection is
currently undergoing
conservation and
stabilization thanks to
the generosity of
numerous donors. The
Wadsworth-Alden
coverlet was crewelworked by Mercy
Wadsworth as part of
her wedding linen prior
to her marriage to
Briggs Alden in
November of 1741. She was 17. He
was 18. They moved into the Alden
Homestead (still standing) and
while Mercy raised 9 children, Briggs
became a Colonel in the
Revolutionary War and an
outstanding citizen in public life,
arguably Duxbury’s most significant
historical figure of the 18th century.
The item is of special historical
significance because of the local

a tube. The next step
will be to stitch it onto
a new backing.
Following that, the
coverlet and its new
backing will be rolled
onto a stitching frame
where the rest of the
work will continue.

importance of its original owners
and also due to the fact that it is
among the oldest pieces in our
textiles collection.
The coverlet is presently with Kate
Tarleton of Con-Tex, conservators of
historic textiles, costumes and fiber
art. To date, the old backing and all
of the tiny patches and old
repairs/darnings have been removed.
It was then steamed and rolled onto

The target date for the
completion of this
project is mid-June. It
will be on display at
the King Caesar House
for a short while during the summer.
We will keep you posted and hope
you can visit this rare item that will
soon be preserved for future
generations. The Textiles
Committee truly thanks everyone
who contributed to the stabilization
of this beautiful piece of Duxbury’s
heritage. o

Painting Course for Kids to be Held at the King Caesar House
This summer, the King Caesar House
will play host to a private painting
course organized and taught by
Clay Mohrman. The program will be
geared towards children ages 7-14.
It will be a two-week course for
beginner painters, teaching children
to paint their Duxbury surroundings.
Participants will paint for two hours
per day, producing a final painting at
the end. Sketchbooks and all

materials will be included. The cost
is $150 per one-week session.
Classes will take place in the King
Caesar Barn at 120 King Caesar Road.
The session schedule is as follows:
First Session: July 6-July 20
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
Group 1: 8:30 AM-10:30
Group 2: 11:00-1:00

Second Session: July 20-July 31
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
Group 1: 8:30 AM-10:30
Group 2: 11:00-1:00
Those interested in signing up
their children should contact
Clay Mohrman at
clay.mohrman@gmail.com or
781-248-6985. o
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Upcoming Events

“The Lamplighter” is published quarterly by
The Duxbury Rural and Historical Society.

June 27

August 6

Special Exhibit Preview Reception,
“Childhood.” King Caesar House,
5-7 p.m. No charge.

King Caesar Barn Lecture,
Craig Chartier, archaeologist, “Findings
of the Duxbury Second Meetinghouse
Dig.” King Caesar Barn, 10 a.m. $5.

July 9
King Caesar Barn Lecture,
Patrick Browne and Norman Forgit,
“The Making of Duxbury Past and
Present.” King Caesar Barn, 10 a.m. $5.

August 20

July 15

King Caesar House 200th Birthday
Celebration. 7-9 p.m. Join us in
observing this milestone year for one of
Duxbury’s most historic places.

Mother and Daughter Tea, King Caesar
House, 11 a.m. $10

July 23
King Caesar Barn Lecture, Speaker TBA,
King Caesar Barn, 10 a.m. $5.

King Caesar Barn Lecture, Speaker TBA,
King Caesar Barn, 10 a.m. $5.

August 22

Main Office
Nathaniel Winsor, Jr. House
479 Washington Street, PO Box 2865,
Duxbury, MA 02331
Phone: (781) 934-6106 Fax: (781) 934-5730
email: pbrowne@duxburyhistory.org
website: www.duxburyhistory.org
Library
Drew Archival Library, 147 St. George St., Duxbury
Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and by appointment

July 26

Museums
King Caesar House, 120 King Caesar Road, Duxbury
Open July-Labor Day, Wed-Sun 1-4 p.m.

Clark’s Island Picnic, Cedarfield, 1-4 p.m.
No charge. Pack a lunch, head over to
the Island and enjoy an afternoon in a
beautiful and historic setting.

Capt. Gershom Bradford House
931 Tremont Street, Duxbury
Open July-Labor Day, Sun 1-4 p.m.
Graphic design: Lois Wood Graphic Design, Duxbury, www.loiswood.com
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