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SPONSORSThe DUXBURY RURAL & HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
is grateful to our 2024 corporate sponsors.

Thank you for your continuing support!

Weston Fleet Partners

Powder Point Partners

Bradford Family PartnersKing Caesar Partners

Bongi’s
Turkey      Roost

Native Grown Turkeys & Turkey Products

www.bongis.com • Rt 53, Duxbury, MA 02332

(781) 585-2392          TAKE-OUT

IN-KIND	
Duxbury Bay Maritime 

School
Boston Beer Company
Community Garden Club 

of Duxbury
Duxbury Garden Club
Frost and Found
The Foodsmith 
Veronicas Sweetcakes
Depot Street Market

French Memories
Robert C. Vose III & Judith 

A. Vose
Robert C. Vose Jr. & Ann 

Peterson Vose
Dr. Rev. Abbot Peterson & 

Edna P. Peterson
Ashley Mohrman 
Empire Wine & Spirits
Jon Daley
Krissie Lynch

Ed Mayo- Fiberglass 
Building Products, Inc.

PARTNERS
Dr. Patrick T.J. Browne, 

Historian
Duxbury Free Public Library
First Parish Church, 

Duxbury

Town of Duxbury,  
Conservation, Cemetery  
& DPW Departments

Tony Kelso, Town Historian 
Victoria Coe, Author
Duxbury Senior Center 
Duxbury Bay Maritime 

School
Duxbury Public Schools
Duxbury Writers Society
Wildlands Trust
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Dear Friends,

2024 was an exciting year for the Duxbury Rural and Historical Society. 
Our membership grew by 91 households, seasonal visitation was up at all 
three historic house museums, we introduced exciting new programming, 
and we received significant financial contributions that will allow us 
to begin important capital projects such as a new HVAC system at the 
Nathaniel Winsor Junior House. Community support makes everything 
we do possible! We are proud to have earned your financial contributions, 
your interest in our programming, and your enthusiasm for volunteering. 

Among the highlights of 2024 were our historic house tour in 
September, and our collaboration with the town to begin the 
Harborwalk project at the Nathaniel Winsor Junior House. The house 
tour was attended by over 280 visitors and featured five beautiful, 
historic, Duxbury homes. We were fortunate to have a spectacular day 
and the feedback from attendees was unanimously positive. Thank you 
to the homeowners who graciously welcomed our visitors! 

In November, the town accepted an easement of a 10’ wide strip of land 
at the south side of the Nathaniel Winsor Junior House property that 
will soon become the Harborwalk. This new pedestrian way will provide 
safe passage from Washington Street to the harbormaster parking lot. 
We look forward to opening this new public space, and we hope it will 
be enjoyed for years to come. 

The DRHS staff and Board of Trustees strive to make our organization 
a hub for learning, fun, and connection in our community. We hope 
that you will continue to support our efforts, and we look forward to 
delivering new opportunities in 2025.

Sincerely,

Sabrina Kaplan 
Executive Director

LEADERSHIP

OUR STAFF
Executive Director  
Sabrina Kaplan

Outreach Manager  
Susie Uitti

Office Administrator/ 
Development Coordinator  
Cheryl LaLonde

Archivist & Historian 
Carolyn Ravenscroft

Museum Collections 
Manager/Museum Visitor 
Services  
Claire Senatore

Sabrina Kaplan

Donna Wood 
(President)

Nancy Von 
Stackelberg 
(Treasurer)

Patricia Loring 
(Clerk) 

Joy Bannon Woody Lawson Barbara Palfrey

Georgia Pye Peter Rapelye Drew Strawbridge Susan Warren Karen Wood Scott Zoltowski

2024 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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COLLECTIONS 
2023.022.001	 Mayflower Needlepoint, 

Tom and Donna Wood

2024.013.001 	 Coverlets, Jenney
–.002	 Whittier

2024.014.001 	 Paintings by DeMerrit
–.003 	 Allen Hiscoe, 

Frederick Achin

2024.015.001	 Rufus Hathaway  
overmantle, Terry & 
Judy Vose

2024.015.002	 Watercolor of Snug 
Harbor, Terry & Judy 
Vose

2024.015.003	 Painting of Brig Leander, 
Terry & Judy Vose

2024.015.004	 Watercolor of Brig Lion, 
Terry & Judy Vose

2024.016.001	 Ditty Box, Jon 
Mendlovitz

2024.017.001	 Child’s Breeches, Janet 
Ritch

2024.018.001 	 Vintage Clothing,
–.013	 Jenney Whittier
	
		

MUSEUMS & ARCHIVES

TEXTILES & HISTORIC 
CLOTHING COMMITTEE 

The Clothing and Textile 
Committee maintains and 
displays objects in the 
DRHS collection. This past 
year we have provided 
clothing and textiles 
for Tony Kelso’s talks at 
Duxbury Senior Center, 
the Summering in Duxbury 
exhibit in the Potter 
Gallery, and the Threads of 
Duxbury’s Past display case 
at Duxbury Free Library. 
We were very pleased to 
have Elizabeth Creeden, 
creator of the current 
Plymouth Tapestry Project, 
as a guest speaker at the 
gallery talk on embroidery.

–Kris Gaskins, Chair

COLLECTIONS AND ARCHIVES REPORT, 2024
We received several remarkable additions to our collection in 2024. 
The Vose family generously donated the historically significant mantle 
painting of two peacocks by the artist Rufus Hathaway. The piece is 
now prominently displayed in the King Caesar House. Accompanying 
the mantle painting were three additional works donated by the 
Vose Family: two beautiful ship portraits—one of the Leander and 
another of the Lion—and a landscape depicting Snug Harbor, each 
contributing to the maritime legacy so integral to Duxbury’s history.

We also received three landscape paintings by 20th-century artist 
DeMerrit Allen Hiscoe. Hiscoe’s works add depth to our collection 
of 20th-century art. We hope to incorporate these paintings into an 
exhibit in the future.

At the Drew Archival Library, this year’s donations included valuable 
materials that deepen our understanding of Duxbury’s past. Among 
these are historic photographs of Duxbury houses, the papers of the 
West Duxbury Methodist Church, postcards, invitations and other 
ephemera. Each acquisition further enriches the archival collection 
and will be  preserved and made accessible for future researchers.

This year’s donations reflect the trust placed in the DRHS to safeguard 
Duxbury’s history and make it available to the public through 
exhibits, research, and educational programming. We are grateful to 
all donors for helping us fulfill our mission to celebrate and protect 
Duxbury’s vibrant past.

ARCHIVES		
DAL.2024.001	 Tourist Map of Duxbury, 

1937, Paula Knight

DAL.2024.002	 West Duxbury Methodist 
Church papers, c. 1868–
1990, Susan K. Johnson

DAL.2024.003	 Glass Family Photograph 
Album, 19th cent, Tammie 
Glass

DAL.2024.004	 Wadsworth house 
photographs, 1920s	
Scotia Ryer

DAL.2024.006	 Invitation to Duxbury 
250th, 1887, Patricia 
Kimball Cyr

DAL.2024.007	 Duxbury Parade slides, 
1971, Bayanne Herrick 
Hauhart

DAL.2024.008	 Snug Harbor Restaurant 
material, c. 1945–2000, 
Sandra Sweetser

DAL.2024.010	 Odd Fellows Hall post-
cards, c. 1920s 	Edward 
O’Leary

DAL.2024.012	 62 Washington Street 
photos, c. 1880s	
Connie Ennis



Education Partnerships

Over the past year, DRHS continued to model our values of Respect, 
Learning, and Community to some of Duxbury’s youngest residents. 
Through presentations at Chandler Elementary and multiple Alden 
Elementary field trips, students were given opportunities to explore 
diverse perspectives, discover new ideas, and think critically about our 
past, all while developing a better understanding of themselves and the 
local and global community in which they live.

A highlight of the educational programming in 2024 was the creation 
and implementation of a new fifth grade field trip to the Bradford House 
Museum. In late winter, a group of DRHS staff and volunteers met to 
brainstorm ways to get more visitors 
to the Bradford House. By early 
May, over 200 fifth grade students, 
teachers, and parents had toured 
the museum and left with a much 
greater understanding of not only the 
Bradford sisters, but the role women 
played in the Civil War and in reform 
movements, such as abolition. Students 
also explored Duxbury connections 
to the Revolutionary War, viewing 
an amazing artifact from the DRHS 
collections, a blanket, found on the 
Boston Common, that once belonged 
to a British soldier. Additionally, 
students viewed and discussed exhibits on 19th century medicine, daily 
life, and education, all relatable topics for anyone in any time period. This 
trip would not have been possible without the generosity of the Duxbury 
Yacht Club, who permitted the entire fifth grade to walk across its 
property over the course of two days. This allowed for an enjoyable, safe, 
and free way for students to visit the Bradford House. That this trip came 
together so quickly speaks to the resourcefulness of the DRHS staff and 
volunteers and to the commitment and flexibility of Duxbury teachers 
and administrators.

As well as elementary programming, DRHS continued to connect 
with middle and high school students through presentations and 
opportunities for internships. As students progress through the 
Duxbury Public Schools, these layered experiences help them establish 
a sense of place and belonging in our community that will ground them 

as they grow into thoughtful, participating 
citizens. As an educator, parent, and DRHS 
volunteer, I look forward to continuing these 
efforts, bringing meaningful educational 
programming to our local students.

Rachel Ezell 
Education Committee

The fifth grade field trip to Bradford House.
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JANUARY	
18 	Thank you Reception at the 

Nathaniel Winsor, Jr. House  
for Holidays at King Caesar House 
volunteers

FEBRUARY	
8 	Love Letter Reading at  

Drew Archives
13 	DRHS Annual Meeting at the 

Nathaniel Winsor, Jr. House
14 	C. Ravenscroft lecture on Abolition in 

Duxbury to DHS 11th grade students

MARCH

6 	Dateboard Reception at Winsor 
House at Island Creek Oyster Farm

8 	K. Gaskins Gallery Talk at DFL
20 	Embroidery Workshop at  

Nathaniel Winsor Jr. House
28 	Irish in the American Civil War 

Lecture with P. Browne at DFL

APRIL 

2 	C. Ravenscroft lecture to  
Marion Garden Club

14 	T. Kelso Lapham Woods Walking 
Tour

27 	C. Ravenscroft Mariners in Mayflower 
Cemetery Tour

MAY

1 & 3  5th Grade Field Trip to  
Bradford House

8 	Duxbury Garden Club meeting at 
NWJ

13 , 14 , 15 , 16 & 23  DPS 3rd Grade field 
trips to King Caesar House

14 	C. Ravenscroft and S. Uitti present 
to Chandler School 2nd Graders on 
Immigration in Duxbury

16 	C. Ravenscroft lecture, Women at 
Sea, Duxbury Yacht Club

23 	Lifetime Donor and Corporate 
Sponsor Reception at NWJ with 
remarks by C. Ravenscroft

	 Ongoing  
May–October–  
Portraits of Duxbury 
exhibit at NWJ

25 	DRHS participation in 
Duxbury Bay Maritime 
School’s Opening of 
the Bay event

30 	Dateboard Reception at the home  
of Jonathan & Josie Marston

31 	Barre Class with C. Kilduff at  
Bumpus Park

JUNE		

	 Ongoing, Fridays and Saturdays–  
KCH and BH Tours	

4 	Flower Pressing Workshop at 
Nathaniel Winsor, Jr. House with  
A. Mohrman & C. Ravenscroft

5 	Reception at Nathaniel Winsor, Jr. 
House with Stroll Magazine

12 	Reception at Nathaniel Winsor, Jr. 
House with Greet Magazine

14 	Barre Class with C. Kilduff at  
Bumpus Park

20 	King Caesar House 
Potter Gallery Exhibit 
Opening – Summer in 
Duxbury with remarks 
by C. Ravenscroft

26 	C. Ravenscroft Private Tour of KCH
26 	C. Ravenscroft Mayflower Cemetery 

Tour with Duxbury Garden Club
26 	T. Kelso Lecture in King Caesar 

House Barn of John Malcolm Brinnin
27 	T. Kelso & C. Ravenscroft Historic 

Boat Tour of Duxbury Bay

2024 Outreach

Mariners in Mayflower 
Cemetery Tour

Women at Sea 
Lecture

Love Letter Reading

Irish in the American 
Civil War Lecture
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JULY

	 Ongoing, Fridays and Saturdays– 
KCH and BH Tours	

8 	C. Ravenscroft 
Private Tour of 
KCH

11 	Family Day at KCH
19 	Thank you 

reception at NWJ
21 	Clark’s Island 

Picnic
25 	Duxbury Writers Society Event at 

King Caesar House Barn
	
AUGUST

	 Ongoing, Fridays and Saturdays– 
KCH and BH Tours	

2 	Sunset Picnic at KCH
3 	Wedding at Bumpus Park
9 	Historic Bus Tour with The Pinehills

15 	Storytime with the DFL at Maxwell 
Garden

22 	C. Ravenscroft and T. Kelso historic 
boat tour of Duxbury Bay

SEPTEMBER

	 Ongoing, Fridays and Saturdays– 
KCH and BH Tours	

5 	Cornerstone Ribbon Cutting
12 	C. Ravenscroft Private Tour of 

Bradford House
13 	Barre with C. Kilduff on Bumpus Park
14 	Historic District Commission Day  

at NWJ
19 	Senior Center Private Tours of 

Bradford House and King Caesar 
House with C. Senatore

19 	Book Club at Bradford Discussion 
with C. Ravenscroft

21 	C. Ravenscroft lecture at National 
Society of Daughters of the Union

27 	Historic Duxbury House Tour
30 	DPS 3rd Grader Field Trips to  

Drew Archival Library

OCTOBER

1 , 4 , 7 & 8  DPS 3rd Grade Field 
Trips to Drew Archival Library 

15 	Private Tour of KCH and NWJ
17 	Rufus Hathaway Reception at  

King Caesar House

Rufus Hathaway Reception

Old Burying Ground 
Cemetery Tour

Family Day

26 	Private Tour of King Caesar House 
with C. Senatore

29 	S. Uitti and C. Ravenscroft to 
Chandler School for 1st Grade

30 	C. Ravenscroft Old Burying Ground 
Cemetery Tour

Decorated house tours

NOVEMBER

14 	P. Browne lecture on Veterans of  
the Civil War

16 	Duxbury Sundowners Friendsgiving 
at the Nathaniel Winsor Jr House

DECEMBER

5 	C. Ravenscroft lecture to Colonial 
Dames in Boston

7 	Wedding at NWJ
13 	53rd Annual Members’ Holiday 

Party at KCH
14 & 15 & 16 & 17  53rd Annual Holiday 

Celebrations at KCH decorated 
house tours, public and private 
bookings

17 	Duxbury Free Library Storytime  
at KCH
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DD Allen
Dennis Arnold
William and Victoria Babcock
Bryan and Joy Bannon
Robert and Elizabeth Bayston
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Nancy and Billy Bennett
K2 Partnering Solutions
Charles and Rosemarie Boucher
Denise Bradford-Amrhein
Candida and David Brush
John and Sally Burke
Charles and Judith Cassara
Susan Clapp Lewis
George Ekstrom and Nancy Clark
Rick and Allison Cowen
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Delano
Dillon & Company Ltd.
Douglas and Susan Donahue
Ann R. Dunleavy
The Duxbury Garden Club
Alexandra B. Earle
Richard and Kristin Emerson
Carrie Farmer
Mr. F.W. Finger III
Beth and William Finnegan
Robert Flavell and Ronald Baker
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Fleming
Judy Flynn
Joe and Melissa Foley
Judith and Carson Graves
Mrs. Suzanne Gray
Donald Gunster
Lorrie Hall
Margaret and Tobin Harvey
Mr. and Ms. William J. Hearn, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. 

Heidenreich
Walter and Mary Beth Hempel
Ben and Beth Hesse
Richard Higgins
Laurine Holbrook
Lisa and Tom Hollyer
Sherm and Diane Hoyt
Darren and Caitlin Humphreys/ 

Travel Sommelier

Our Supporters: Fiscal Year 2024

We apologize for any errors or omissions. Please contact our office so we can correct the issue.

November 1, 2023 – October 31, 2024

Dr. Lilian P. Barlow Trust 
$185,993
Mary Israel Trust $50,000
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. 
Heath, Jr. $33,524

$5,000—$9,999

Mrs. Jane T. N. Fogg
Barbara and Peter Palfrey

$1,000—$4,999

Anonymous 
Jonathan and Lisa Bitting
Stephen and Alicia Bolze
Scott and Deb Casagrande / 

William F. Borhek Insurance 
Agency, Inc.

John and Josie Chapman
Charlie E. Clapp/ Howland 

Capital
Frederic M. Clifford
Doug and Sandy Dapprich
Marta Johnston
Dick and Pat Loring
Jon and Josie Marston
Patrick and Britt O’Connell
Peter and Meghan Quigley

Mr. and Mrs. William P. Rice
Nancy Riegel and  

William Wheeler
Chris and Mary Alisa 

Sherman

$500—$999

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas L. Bates
Mary Bittinger Jordan
Kip and Cammie Doble
Laura Emerson Dunn
Jim and Jen Febeo
Jim and Becky Garrett
Barry and Nancy Gonder
Agnes Hanna
Sam and Woody Lawson
Peter F. Maxson & John C.R. 

Taylor III
Richard Pieters and Edith 

Jolin
Peter and Janet Rapelye
Jack and Pinky Staley
Susan E. Maycock and  

Charles Sullivan
Georgia Taft Pye
Kevin A. Tedeschi
Karen Wood
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Geoffrey Ide and  
Marguerite Hernandez

Shirley M. Jenkins
Mr. and Mrs. Soren Jensen
Patricia S. Jessup
Kerri Kaufmann
Gary and Susan Kearney
Doris A. Kellar
David Kelly
Tony and Jane Kelso
James Kenneally
Jared Klebanoff and  

Jennifer Davenport
William and Lee Krein
Karl and Joann Kunz
Dr. and Mrs. Allen C. Lahey
Morgan Lamarche
Joan Lavin and Janet Rapelye
John Lee
Richard and Susan Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Loring
Patricia Lowry
John Lunn/ Lunn Electrical, Inc.
Megan M Koss
John and Katherine Malcuit
Dean and Kerri Manheimer
Andrew and Kathryn Marshall
Michael and Amanda McGee
Robert & Jackie McGoodwin
Lauren McKim
Todd Merry
Scott and Barbara Monroe
Dick and Sheila Morse
Mark Nemes
Susan O’Brien
Eddie and Molly Otocka

Merle and Mary Ott
Paul and Cathy Passero
Marilyn A. Phillips
Gerald and Linda Pisani
Hugh and Caroline Powell
Dr. and Mrs. Wm. John Powell, Jr.
Christine Richmond
Sallyann Roberts
Robert and Carol Robison
Sister Adele Ryan
Harry Scott
Pete and Luci Scott
Antonia Shoham
Tom and Angela Sinnott
DJ and Abbie Smith
Henry and Suzanne Stout
Barry Suk
Paula Surette
Virginia Sykes
Tim and Jayne O’Farrell
Kathy Tanner
Maureen Taylor
Martin Tracy
Janet and John Trefry
Julie and John Truelove
Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. Tufankjian
Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Vena
Joanne Vercollone
Danielle and Scott Viafore
Douglas and Linda Von Iderstein
Patricia Vreeland
Mr. and Mrs. George D. Wadsworth
Paul and Jane Wales
John R. and Joan E. Walkey
David Walsh and Carolyn Sullivan
Vincent and Lynne Walsh
George and Anne Ward
Susan and Jeff Warren
Helene S. Wells
Charles A. Weyerhaeuser
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Wheatley
Richard and Debby Whitney, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Wiemeyer
Sara E. Wilson
Mariette Wooden

HISTORIC HOUSE TOUR
This year marked our 
first Historic House Tour. 
Over 300 attendees and 
volunteers toured five 
beautiful dateboarded 
homes throughout five 
historic districts in Duxbury. 
DRHS Archivist & Historian, 
Carolyn Ravenscroft and 
Town Historian, Tony Kelso 
regaled us with stories about 
the history of each home 
and its inhabitants. It was a 
huge success, and we look 
forward to our 2nd Historic 
House Tour — stay tuned for 
more information. We are 
grateful to our gracious hosts 
for opening their homes for 
the tour:

Megan and Ronald Koss  
of 197 Bay Road

Peter and Sally Ann Farnum 
of 256 King Caesar Road

Chad and Bonnie Frost  
of 491 Temple Street

Robert and Allison McGee  
of 51 Polk Street

Bill and Jenny Rice  
of 152 Marshall Street
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LIFETIME
Kip and Cammie Doble
David Whiting

3 YR LIFETIME
Samantha Allen 
Melinda Reingold
Benjamin Ross
Jesse Sohmer 

SUPPORTING
Virginia Sykes

CONTRIBUTING
Allison Gray 

FAMILY
Ryan Ahern 
Julia Armstrong
Christopher and Allicyn 

Aubut 
Amy Blumenthal 
Brad and Leslie Carver 
Jackie Colligan 
Ann Count
Ned Devnew 
Denise England

George Fraser 
Scott Hill 
Katie and Garren Hilow 
Elizabeth MacKinnon
David Mannherz 
Eileen Markatos 
Anne Nelson
Hannah Oravec
Jeff and Viola Pike
Jennifer Puopolo 
Adrianna Ransom
Nick Rizzo
Jennifer Ropes 
Jamie Roseblatt
Kathryn Sabina
Lew and Christian Segall
Alison Kacmar Setterbo
Buck and Abigail Squibb 
Sean Sullivan
Jen Sullivan
Matthew Tice 
Jacquie Vercollone
Julia and Dom Vonella
Brighid and Brendan 

Wall 
Matthew Wheble 

SENIOR COUPLE
Ed and Doreen Bent
Betsy Boak
Gillian Dillon
Brian and Cathy Fullam 
Jennifer Frye
Francis Harris 
Lynn Harhen
Kathleen Houghton
Greg Hunter
Mary Kaufman 
Annette Kenney
Christine Knapp 
Kate Macuch 
Mr. and Mrs. James W. 

Merlin
Marianne Reinhalter 
Vytenis Senuta 
Linda Sjoberg 
DJ and Abbie Smith 
David and Ayers 

Thompson

INDIVIDUAL
Sarah Annicelli
Gayla Campbell
Kathleen Capraro 
Ann Connolly

Kathy Cross 
Mark DiOrio 
John Doherty	
Marisa Donlin
John Doisneau 
Robin Elliott
Eileen Jacobson 
Caitlin Mathey 
Donna McBrien
Angeline Mueller 
Kim Panton 
Amber Roberts
Nannette Silva
Josh and Leila Strake 
Kate Sullivan 
Raija Vaisanen
Marcella Vallarelli 

SENIOR INDIVIDUAL 
Deborah Donovan
Maureen Herrmann 
Richard Mahoney
Lorelle Mulvey
Eugene O’Shea 
Nancy Sheinbein
Diane Spencer
Julianne Walsh 
Crystal White 

We thank you for your support and dedication to preserving Duxbury’s Heritage!

We thank you for your support and dedication to preserving Duxbury’s Heritage! New Members, Members who 
have rejoined after a break, and Members who have increased their support level since November 1, 2023. 

IN MEMORIAM 2024

It is with sadness we look back upon this 
past year and realize that a number of our 
Members have passed away. We are grateful 
for their contributions and they will be 
remembered fondly.

Mattie Ali 

Jeanne Clark

Judy Forgit 

Jean Kennett

Cynthia Robson  
Lamarche

New Members

Please contact our office if you would like a name added to your membership profile.

Ann Noyes

David Philbrick

Elizabeth (Betsy) Boyd 
Stevens

Seabourne Herbert  
(Bert) Tanner

Fred Walsh 
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STANDING 
COMMITTEES:
Executive 
Donna Wood  

(Chair & President)
Joy Bannon (Trustee)
Nancy von Stackelberg 

(Treasurer)

Finance & Compensation
Nancy von Stackelberg 

(Chair)
Scott Zoltowski (Trustee)
Donna Wood (President)
Sabrina Kaplan (Staff)

Nominating
Joy Bannon 

 (Chair, Trustee)
Elizabeth Hartford
Sabrina Kaplan (Staff)
Woody Lawson (Trustee)
Katherine Malcuit
Donna Wood (President)

OPERATING 
COMMITTEES
(Require 1 Trustee)
Collections
Carolyn Ravenscroft  

(Co-Chair)
Claire Senatore 
(Co-Chair)
Amy Annis
Katey Cullen
Kris Gaskins
Sabrina Kaplan (Staff)
Susan Kearney
Tony Kelso  

(Town Historian)
Woody Lawson (Trustee)
Toni Orosz
Sally Redmond

Properties
Jim Hartford (Chair)
David Corey 
Jon Daley
Sabrina Kaplan (Staff)
Alyssa LaMora
Mary Ott
Chris Sherman, Sr.
Jayne Talmage O’Farrell 
Paul Wales 
Donna Wood (President)

Lands
Paul Wales (Chair)
Sam Butcher
David Corey
Sam Davenport
Jim Hartford
Sabrina Kaplan (Staff)
Pat Loring (Trustee)
Chris Sherman, Sr.
Scott Zoltowski (Trustee) 

Investment
Chris Sherman, Sr.  

(Co-Chair)
Nancy von Stackelberg 

(Co-Chair, Trustee)
Mark Cushing
Sabrina Kaplan (Staff)
Robert Loring
David Thompson
Donna Wood (President)
Scott Zoltowski (Trustee)

Membership
Drew Strawbridge  

(Chair, Trustee)
Deb Casagrande
Caitlin Humphreys
Sabrina Kaplan (Staff)
Kate Malcuit
Peter Rapelye (Trustee)
Drew Thawley

Development
Cheryl Lalonde (Staff)
Sabrina Kaplan (Staff)
Drew Thawley
Donna Wood (President)
Karen Wood (Trustee)

Corporate Sponsorship 
(Subcommittee: 
Development)
Georgia Pye (Chair)
Paula Harris
Sabrina Kaplan (Staff)
Cheryl Lalonde (Staff)
Woody Lawson (Trustee)
Peter Rapelye (Trustee)
Donna Wood (President)

SUBCOMMITTEES/
PROJECT:
Allen  
(Subcommittee: Lands) 
Reb Bottenus (Tenant)
Jim Hartford
Sabrina Kaplan (Staff)
Pat Loring (Trustee)
Bill McArdle
Chris Sherman, Sr.
Paul Wales 

Clark’s Island 
(Subcommittee: Lands) 
Jon Daley (Tenant)
Sam Davenport
Jim Hartford 
Sabrina Kaplan (Staff)

Peter Rapelye (Trustee)
Chris Sherman, Sr.
Stewart Smith
Jennifer Savage
Ninky Savage (Tenant)
Peter Savage (Tenant)
Drew Strawbridge (Trustee)
Drew Thawley
Paul Wales

Textiles/Clothing 
(Subcommittee: 
Collections)
Kris Gaskins (Chair)
Amy Annis 
Katey Cullen
Toni Orosz
Janet Ritch
Susan Warren (Trustee)
Marcia Wilhelm
Penelope Walker

Historic Gardens 
(Subcommittee: Properties)
Liz Hartford (Tri-chair)
Ashley Mohrman  

(Tri-chair)
Barbara Palfrey  

(Tri-chair, Trustee)
Lori Hillstrand
Karen Hoyt
Woody Lawson (Trustee)	
Pam Webster-Walsh 

Committee Volunteers
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10 Complete Financial Statements are available through the DRHS office.

For the Fiscal Year 2024  
(November 1, 2023 through October 31, 2024)

Grants &  
Contributions

Membership

Activities &  
Programs

Endowment  
Income for 
Operations	

Rental  
Income

Cash

Investments

Prepaid 
Expenses

Property &  
Equipment

Historical Properties 
& Collections	

Salaries &  
Payroll

Activities &  
Curatorial	

Advertising &  
Postage/Printing

Depreciation

Insurance	

Professional 
Services

Repairs/ 
Maintenance

ASSETS INCOME EXPENSES

Other
Utilities

ASSETS	 FY2024	 FY2023 			 
Cash	 156,145	 205,824		
Investments	 7,278,929 	  5,997,862 		
Pledges Receivable	 14,000	 21,000		
Prepaid Expenses and other assets	 14,432	 4,815 		
Property & Equipment	 1,041,179	 1,068,606 		
Historical Properties & Collections	 1,315,012	 1,150,012 		
	 9,819,697 	  8,448,119 	
	

INCOME	 FY2024	 FY2023 		

Grants & Contributions	 542,532	 171,768 	
Membership	 38,835 	  36,074 	
Activities & Programs	 76,256 	  51,688 	
Endowment Income for Operations	  306,609 	  332,913 	
Rental Income	 53,790 	  51,260 		
Other		  15 		
	 1,018,022 	  643,718 	
	

EXPENSES	 FY2024	 FY2023 		

Salaries & Payroll	 282,702 	  283,386 	
Activities & Curatorial	 20,195	  15,994 	
Advertising & Postage/Printing	  13,989 	  17,935 		
Depreciation	 78,461 	  78,355 		
Insurance	 27,817 	  24,555 		
Professional Services	 35,618 	  32,582
Repairs/Maintenance	 119,703 	  109,570 	
Utilities	 32,603 	  31,927 	
Other	 55,648 	  49,221 		
	 666,736 	  643,525 	 	
	

	 FY2024	 FY2023	
Income	 1,018,022 	  643,718 		
Expenses	 666,736 	  643,525
Net Income	 351,286	  193 

Pledges 
Receivable

2024 was a year of above average 
performance, consolidation, opti-
mizing the returns received on cash, 
and greater focus on understanding 
our Investment Managers’ philoso-
phy and methodology for selecting 
investments and strategic manage-
ment of the portfolios.
We have met quarterly with our 
investment advisors, which has 
enabled us to gain a greater under-
standing of their investment process. 
The two firms that manage our assets 
do so with an eye towards cash flow, 
cash flow yield, and debt loads. 
While Wall Street is focused on the 
tech stocks known as the Magnificent 
7, both firms also look to diversify 
their holdings to protect DRHS on 
the downside. Our Investment Profile 
Summary, drafted and put into place 
in 2023, is closely adhered to to 
mitigate against risk.
During calendar year 2024 the 60% S 
& P 500 index/40% US Intermediate/
Corporate Bond Index was up 14.6%. 
Crestwood Advisors posted gains of 
11.5% and Howland Capital 12.2%. 
Keep in mind that neither of these 
advisors owned all the Magnificent 7, 
thereby reducing their exposure to 
these high beta companies as well as 
their correlation to the S & P 500.
While we are in a period of change 
in our government and have an 
eye towards the risks of living in an 
inflationary period, we believe that 
our two investment accounts are built 
to weather the increased volatility for 
the long run.
–Nancy Von Stackelberg, Treasurer

Financials
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2025 EXHIBITS 

Charting Her Course:  
Duxbury’s Women at Sea, 1805–1890
JUNE 12, 6–7:30PM

Coming this summer, the Bradford House Museum 
will feature the exhibition Charting Her Course: 
Duxbury’s Women at Sea, 1805–1890. More than 40 
intrepid mariners’ wives and daughters from Duxbury 
defied convention to travel and live aboard ship in the 
19th century. This exhibit will highlight their stories 
through letters, artifacts, and clothing, offering a rare 
glimpse into their lives at sea and in foreign ports. Join 
us to learn more about these remarkable women who 
navigated uncharted waters and left their mark on 
Duxbury’s rich maritime history.

2025 at the DRHS

HARBORWALK 

A look into the future of sea 
level rise at Snug Harbor led 
to an opportunity to highlight 
Snug Harbor’s past, by creating 
a “Harborwalk” that benefits 
Duxbury in the present. 

The Snug Harbor Project was 
initiated to understand the 
implications of sea level rise in 
the next 50 years. While looking 
at possible reconfigurations 
of the Harbor, we also noted 
shortcomings in traffic flow, especially the risks to pedestrian traffic on Mattakeeset Court, and 
recognized a unique opportunity for the Society to contribute to a solution. 

By opening up a strip of land along the southern edge of the Nathaniel Winsor Jr property, we could 
create a new pedestrian Harborwalk between Washington Street and the town parking lot. We 
also decided not to wait, and arranged to have the town accept an easement on the property. Before 
summer, we expect to clear the Harborwalk while preserving specimen trees, to resurface it, and to 

mount a series of signs featuring histories of the people and institutions of Snug 
Harbor. It will become a convenient pathway, a shady place to enjoy a coffee, and 
an educational experience.

David Corey 
Lands Committee

Refer to our website for openings and events.
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2024 Volunteer  
Recognition Awards 
ACTIVITIES — KRIS DELANO

Kris has been a dedicated volunteer for the DRHS 
for many years. We have seen her volunteering 
over the Holidays at King Caesar House weekend 
every year. She helped the DRHS on our first House 
Tour this Fall and graciously staffed the Potter Gallery 
this summer during our busy season. In addition to the event vol-
unteering, Kris supports our organization by attending our lectures 
and parties. She is a longtime supporter of the Duxbury Rural & 
Historical Society. This award is long overdue but well-deserved. 

NEW VOLUNTEER — KATHY TANNER

Kathy has been a welcome addition to our group 
of volunteers this year. You can find her pulling 
weeds around the King Caesar and Nathaniel 
Winsor Jr house gardens, arranging flowers for 
our events, setting out chairs for lectures, warm-
ing and plating appetizers in the kitchen, staffing rooms at the 
holiday celebration and house tour, and cleaning up with the staff 
at the end of an event. She decorated not only the summer kitchen 
but also the tent at the Holiday at King Caesar house event this 
year! She is always helpful and quick to jump in when needed. 
We are so grateful to Kathy for all of her help this year and look 
forward to seeing her face at many of our upcoming events. 

LANDS AND PROPERTIES — DAVID COREY

David has a deep knowledge of many aspects 
of preserving historic homes, and a strong 
commitment to taking care of Duxbury. Over 
a year ago, David came to DRHS with the idea 
for the harbor walk, which he carefully presented 
with maps and renderings. This solution to the problem of unsafe 
pedestrian passage on Mattakeesett court was well received by the 
DRHS board, the selectboard, and the town.

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR — KAREN HOYT

Karen has helped our organization in many 
ways this year. She is a constant presence in and 
around the gardens. Her contributions to our 
events are too numerous to name. She staffed the 
Potter Gallery in the summer, the House Tour in the 
Fall, and the King Caesar House in the winter. Despite freezing 
fingers and toes, she and her committee decorated the tent for  
the Holidays at King Caesar House event. 

The DRHS also benefitted from Karen’s long career as a 
schoolteacher when she helped lead 3rd and fifth graders on  
their field trips at the King Caesar House and Bradford House. 

Florence G. Ford (1860–1936) 
was one of our original 
volunteers. She helped create 
the Rural Society in 1883, 
organized its first members, 
and led efforts to improve 
and preserve Duxbury’s 
community and history, laying 
the foundation for what would 
become the Duxbury Rural & 
Historical Society.
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MARCH
Wednesday, March 19, 5:30pm
Bradford Lecture Series — 
Folkart with Kristen Weiss
Drew Archival Library,  
147 St. George Street &  
King Caesar House,  
120 King Caesar Road
Join us for the 
first talk in the 
Bradford Lecture 
Series on Folk 
Art. Kristen 
Weiss is the 
Cape Ann site 
manager at Historic New 
England; managing Beauport, 
the Sleeper-McCann House 
in Gloucester, Mass. and 
Cogswell’s Grant in Essex, 
Mass. She previously worked in 
the American Decorative Arts 
department at the Peabody 
Essex Museum in Salem, 
Mass. She has developed 
multiple tours and lectures 
on historic sites, landscapes, 
and collections with a focus 
on American folk art. With 
an undergraduate degree in 
History and graduate work 
in Museum Studies and in 
Preservation Studies, Kristen 
has been working with museum 
collections and historic houses 
for over twenty-five years.

APRIL
Thursday, April 3, 5:30pm
Historical Fiction Discussion —
The Personal Librarian
Drew Archival Library,  
147 St. George Street
Step into 
the world of 
archives and 
history with a 
book discussion 
of The Personal 
Librarian, the 
story of Belle da 
Costa Greene, 
J.P. Morgan’s brilliant librarian. 
Discover how the book’s themes 

of preservation, identity, and 
history resonate with the real-
world experience of curating 
and safeguarding the past. 
DRHS Archivist and Historian 
Carolyn Ravenscroft will lead the 
discussion, which will include a 
tour of the Drew Archival Library 
and some of her favorite items 
from our extensive collection.

Thursday, April 10, 6pm 
Dateboard Reception
The Winsor House at  
Island Creek Oyster Farm,  
390 Washington Street
Join us for a special Dateboard 
Reception at the Winsor 
House! This is a fixed price sit 
down dinner in the back room 
where we will enjoy a special 
4-course dinner with one-of-
a-kind historic cocktails. DRHS 
Archivist and Historian, Carolyn 
Ravenscroft, will regale us with 
the history of this favorite bed & 
breakfast, restaurant bar. There 
is limited space for this special 
evening. Thank you to the 
Winsor House at Island Creek 
Oyster Farm! 

MAY
Saturday, May 3, 
11—1pm 
Out To See Duxbury — 
Goats on the Harborwalk
Nathaniel Winsor Jr. House,  
479 Washington Street
Join us on the lawn to feed 
and pet goats from the newly 
established Historic O’Neill 
Farm Goat Creamery. Samples 
of the cheese will be available 
to try. This event is presented 
in conjunction with Duxbury 
Community Collaborative’s  
Out to See Duxbury. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
REPORT 
The Nominating Committee 
is pleased to nominate the 
following individuals for election 
or re-election to the Board of 
Trustees.

NEW TRUSTEES FOR ELECTION 

Drew Thawley is 
nominated for a term 
expiring 2028. Drew has 
served as CEO or CAO 
of two national membership 
associations and foundations. 
He also has a management-
consulting firm that works in the 
nonprofit industry, specifically 
with organizations looking to 
make significant changes to  
their operations or missions. He 
works from his home office as 
well as offices in Indianapolis  
and Chicago.

For the DRHS, he is an active 
member of the Membership and 
Cedarfield committees, and he 
has been instrumental in helping 
the organization to create a 
development strategy.

Caitlin Humphreys is 
nominated for a term 
expiring in 2028. Caitlin 
was born and raised in 
Duxbury. She graduated from 
Duxbury High School and went 
on to earn degrees from Wake 
Forest University and Suffolk 
University Law School. Caitlin is 
the Co-Owner of Duxbury Based 
Travel Sommelier Inc. Travel. 
For the DRHS, she is an active 
volunteer in many capacities,  
and a member of the 
membership committee.

TRUSTEE FOR RE-ELECTION: 

Joy Bannon is  
nominated for a term 
expiring in 2028.

The above candidates, 
according to the By-laws of the 
DRHS, are nominated for the 
terms indicated. The above 
nominees have demonstrated a 
genuine commitment to the well 
— being of the Society and the 
greater community.

2025 Spring Calendar

Continued on back cover



MAY
Thursday, May 8, 1–3pm
Bradford Lecture Series — 
Needlepoint Workshop
Nathaniel Winsor Jr. House,  
479 Washington Street

Please join us 
for an afternoon 
workshop 
where we will 
learn the art of 

needlepoint. All materials including 
fabric, hoops, patterns, thread and 
needles will be provided. DRHS 
Archivist and Historian, Carolyn 
Ravenscroft, will be give a talk on  
the history of this craft. 

Sunday, May 18, 2pm
Bradford Lecture Series —  
Scrimshaw Lecture
Potter Gallery,  
King Caesar House,  
120 King Caesar Road
Please join us as we 
learn about the maritime 
folk art of scrimshaw 
from expert Marina 
Wells of the New Bedford Whaling 
Museum. Scimshaw from the DRHS 
collection will be available to view.

Saturday, May 31, 10am
Bradford Lecture Series —  
Sailor’s Valentine Workshop
Nathaniel Winsor Jr. House, 
479 Washington Street
Please join us as we learn about 
the maritime folk art of Sailor’s 
Valentines from expert Mandy 
Howe. DRHS Archivist and Historian 
will give 
remarks. 
Attendees 
will receive 
instruction 
and 
construct their own Sailor’s Valentine 
in pre-ordered mahogany shadow 
box. All materials will be included in 
the ticket price. 

JUNE
Thursday, June 12, 6pm 
House Opening Gallery Talk  
and Reception
Bradford House
Celebrate the new summer season 
with us, see our latest exhibition, 
Women at Sea, and hear remarks 
by DRHS Archivist and Historian, 
Carolyn Ravenscroft and Collections 
Manager, Claire Senatore.

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #6
Abington, MA

P.O. Box 2865
Duxbury, Massachusetts 02331-2865

Saturday, June 21
Women at Sea Cemetery Tour  
and Exhibit Viewing
Mayflower Cemetery &  
Bradford House
Embark on a 
journey through 
Duxbury’s 
maritime 
heritage with 
our “Women at Sea” event. Begin 
with a guided tour of Mayflower 
Cemetery with DRHS Archivist 
and Historian Carolyn Ravenscroft, 
where you’ll uncover the stories of 
remarkable women who braved the 
oceans alongside their seafaring 
husbands. Following the tour, delve 
deeper into their adventurous lives 
at the Bradford House Museum’s 
summer exhibit, which showcases 
artifacts of these intrepid women who 
sailed from 1805 to 1890. 

Tickets and pre-registration are 
required for most events. Refer 
to our events webpage for full 
event details and to learn about 
summer programming:  
www.duxburyhistory.org/events

2025 May–June Calendar
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